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CHRONOLOGICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR 1860

The Evening Post (NYC), page 2.5

6  January: Lola Montez lectured on "Fashion" to a crowded house, in Mozart Hall last  night.   She  was  listened to with flattering attention and interest, and frequently  applauded.   She  dwelt  upon the idea that fashion has its reign in the sins and follies of mankind.

Bancroft Library, UCB, Lola Montez Collection

Manuscript souvenir note (On cheap paper)

Lucinda Storrs from her very sincere and affectionate friend with true heart felt wishes for her firesteady(?) ???? in this world and the next and in souvenir of delightful hours passed in her society.

           Lola Montez   New York      Jan.21st 60

Philadelphia Press, page 2.1

25  January: ....Madame Lola will have a good house, no doubt - for she really is the  best  female  lecturer  in the world - easy and graceful in manner, without the slightest theatrical conventionality

.page  3.5  Ad  for  book of LM's lectures, published by T.B.Peterson & Bros, one volume cloth for $1.25, two paper volumes for $1

Page 3.2  LM and CC Burr both at the American Hotel, Chestnut above 5th

Philadelphia Press, page 2.3

26  January:  The  announcement  that Mme Lola Montez would deliver a lecture at Musical  Fund  Hall  last  evening attracted a very large audience, in which the sterner  element  largely  predominated.   There  was much impatience to see and hear  the fair lecturer before she made her appearance, and when she entered the platform,  there was no stint of applause.  She appeared neatly attired in black velvet,  relieved with flowing white lace undersleeves, and a collar of the same material.   The  lecture  was given with all the grace of speech and accuracy of pronunciation  peculiar to its authoress, who is undoubtedly a woman of superior intellect,  whatever  may  be  the  popular opinion respecting her mode of using it......

The Sun (Baltimore)  Page 2.4

27  January  Advertisement: Maryland Institute, Monday, January 30, 1860/ Madame Lola  Montez  (Countess  of  Landsfeld) Will give her celebrated lecture entitle "John  Bull  at Home"/ Containing some pleasant gossip, in which many things are said/  More  in  Laughter than in Anger.  It is believed that this is one of the most  original  and  sparkling lectures that has been given by the brilliant and facetious  Countess  of  Landsfeld  -  Whilst  her  pictures of English Life are humourous  and  pleasing, they are at the same time free from every taint of ill nature or abuse.

Philadelphia Press, page 2.3

28  January:  The  lecture  of Mme Lola Montez at Musical Fund Hall last evening was  greeted  with  an  audience  as  brilliant  as  it  was  overflowing, fully equaling  in  fashion and intelligence any previous lecture board entertainment of the season.  It differed in one respect from her house on Wednesday evening -  a large majority of those in attendance were ladies.  The theme of the lecture last  evening  -"Fashion"-  begging  the  pardon  of  our  lady  readers - would naturally  lead  to this result......Upon the whole, the lecture of the Countess of  Landsfeld  on "Fashion" at Musical Fund Hall last evening is likely to place its  talented  author  among  the  most  competent  and  accomplished  of living lecturers in the estimation of those who heard it.

Boston Sunday Post, 28 October 1891, clipping at Harvard TC, supplemented by quotes from Catalog 13, page 63, of Charles Hamilton Autographs, NYC

LM  to  Dr.  Robert  Shelton  McKenzie  of Philadelphia, written 30 January from Baltimore

“Dear  Dr:  I was obliged to leave Philadelphia without being able to see either Mrs.McKenzie  or  May or baby, or of being able to get that doll baby's head.  I was  not  very  well  next morning and could find no one to go out with me.  And therefore  I  beg  of you to act as my accredited agent in the important matter, and  if  you  will  buy  a "Head"!!! - if possible with a sprinkling of brains - give  it to May for me and let me know the cost.  I have had Saturday a dreadful chill,  fever  and  ague,  with  which three accompagnants I made my entree into Balitmore.   It  seemed  like  the  witches  in "Macbeth" they were dancing in me.  They were dinning in unison "When shall we three meet again?"....Barnums hotel is superlative...creature comforts -- fish--and devilled crabs attentive waiters --hot fires--with big pieces of coal and lazy bed!!!”  Concludes “Ah Me” and with a bar of music.  The letter is apparently in a private collection now.

The Clipper, 16 Sept 1911, page 17.4-5

Says  LM  sent  her salary back to NYC each day from her last lecture tour, that she  got  $25  per lecture and that by the end of the tour she had $1500; claims she  went  to  the  Magdalen  Home  during  her  last  illness; some information accurate  but  a  lot is false; has cut based on a photo with LM with her shawl, but more frontal, similar to Frank Leslie obit picture

The Sun (Baltimore)  Page 2.3

1  February:  Advertisement:  Maryland  Institute/ Mme Lola Montez, will deliver her second and last lecture on Friday evening, February 3, Subject: Fashion. This  lecture  is considered by far the most entertaining and amusing of all the lectures  given  by  this  celebrated lady.  It abounds with useful instruction, and  sparkles  with wit and humor, which renders it one of the most pleasing and fascinating lectures ever given to a popular audience.

Washington Star  Page 3.2

2  February:  LM's hair short and parted in the middle; rainy Tuesday night, but a  good-sized  crowd,  highly intelligent; considerable proportion were probably there to see rather than hear her

Washington Star  Page 3.2

3  February:  LM  on Fashion: good-sized audience.  We have to say that the fair lecturer,  for  some  reason  or  other unexplained to the public, seemed to cut short  her  lecture,  and leave the audience somewhat surprised and disappointed at the sudden close.

The Sun (Baltimore)  page 2.3

3  February:  Lecture  of  Lola Montez: Mme. Lola Montez will deliver her second and  last  lecture  this  evening  at  the  Maryland  Institute.   It  is called "Fashion"  and  it is said to be the most entertaining, vivacious, piquant, and racy  in  theme  and  delivery  of  any  in her portfolio.  The Countess is most graceful  in  style,  pleasing  in  her bearing and address, and in the arch and playful  humor  which  radiates about her, we look in vain for that lurking----- well,  we  will  say no more lest we should provoke a personal acquaintance with it.  We hope to enjoy the "Fashion" of the countess with the crowd tonight.

Pittsburgh Post, page 2.1

7  February:  Lola  Montez  -  This celebrated woman will deliver her lecture on Fashion  on  Wednesday  evening  at  Lafayette  Hall.   Her  name is familiar to everyone,  and  her  lectures  have,  everywhere,  created  a  sensation.   As a lecturer  she  is spirited, spicy, witty, full of human nature, with some common sense  and philosophy.  Her ideas are fresh, piquant, original, and happily and courageously  expressed.   With  all  that  has been said and written about her, Lola  Montez  is certainly a most remarkable woman.  Her career has been full of adventure  -  much  has  been written and published about her which is not true; she  is  singular,  sharp-tongued,  bizarre  and  entertaining,  as all who have conversed  with  her  will  testify.  She has figured in politics, religion, and all  the  great social and moral questions of the day.  She has lived at the top of  refined  civilization,  been  the  companion  of and (sic) King's Statesmen, artists  and  writers,  and  has also lived among savages; she has been rich and poor;  possesses  the  keenness  and  penetration of a woman; with the brain and bold  courage  of  a  man;  she has done many things which she ought not to have done,  and  left  undone,  many  things which she ought to have done.  She is at once  a  celebrity,  a  notoriety,  and  a curiosity.  Her lectures have created great  sensation  everywhere,  both here and in Europe, and, here, as elsewhere, public  curiosity  is  on  tiptoe  to  hear the celebrated Countess of Landsfeld speak,  and  to  see  the woman who has furnished more paragraphs for newspapers than von Helper's book.

Pittsburgh Evening Chronicle, page 3.2

9  February?: Lola Montez spoke to a "fair audience.  In appearance, Lola Montez has  greatly  changed  within  a  few  years and seems to have lost much of that beauty  and  freshness  for  which,  in her younger days, she was so celebrated.  Time  has  done  its work upon her, and aware of the fact, she does not hesitate to  avail  herself  of  those  appliances for concealing its ravages, the use of which,  by  others,  she  affects  so heartily to condemn.  She was attired last night  with  becoming taste and unusual simplicity.  There was an entire absence of  those  ornaments  with  which, in days gone by, she seemed so fond to bedeck her  person  -  many  of  which were the gifts of royalty and of fabulous value.  Her  lecture  was  delivered with a decided archness of expression, and had much in  it  both  new  and  interesting......The  lecture,  as  a  whole, was a very pleasant affair, and was listened to with much attention.

True Press (Pittsburgh) page 3.5

9  February:  Lola  Montez  lectured  last  evening  at  Lafayette Hall upon the subject  of  "Fashion."   The  hall  was  by  no  means  crowded,  yet the lower apartment  was  tolerably  well  filled.   A  noticeable  feature, and one which indicated  the  taste  of our citizens, was the paucity of ladies in attendance.  In  common  parlance,  the  lecture  was  a  "stag  affair,"  the majority being evidently  more  attracted  out of curiosity than from any desire to be edified.  As  to  the  lecture  itself,  it  was  ordinary - containing some very sensible matter,  it  is true, but many things which might have been omitted without loss to the hearers.

Pittsburgh Daily Dispatch, page 3.2

9  February:  The  lecture...."delivered  in  a  very  effective manner, and its salient  points  were  heartily  applauded....Satire  and  humor - a rather grim humour,  but  the way - abounded and the points were delivered with such meaning of  look  and  archness  of  smile  and gesture that they told with irresistible effect."

Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 2.1

8  February: Lola Montez's Lecture - Lola ironically remarks to young gentlemen: You  ought to know that there are four things which always more or less interest a  lady  -  a  parrot, a peacock, a monkey and a man; and the nearer you come in uniting  these about equally in your character the more you will be loved.  This is  a  cheap  and excellent recipe of making a dandy, a creature which is always an object of admiration to the ladies.     Lola  is  sensible as well as sharp. She lectures at Chapin's Hall tomorrow night.

     Academy of Music company under the management of Ada Plunkett.

Pittsburgh Daily Gazette  Page 1.4

9  February:  Mme  Lola Montez had a large and fashionable audience at Lafayette Hall  last  evening.   The  subject  of  her  lecture  was "Fashion" - chastely, elegantly,  and  truthfully  written  and  delivered  in  a clear, distinct, and mellifluous  attonation of voice.  All we have heard speak of the fair lecturer, pronounce  the  highest  encomium  upon  it.   Her  style is unexceptional, the matter  of  her lecture was ornate, truthful in conception, chaste in expression and  most  just  and  forceable  in  facts and inferences.  no lady we have ever listened  to  is  comparable to her in grace, power of delineation, brilliancy of fancy, and elegance of language.

Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 3.4

9  February:  LM and the Pennsylvania Legislature: The Harrisburgh Daily Patriot and  Union  states  that  a  large  number  of the members of the Legislature of Pennsylvania  have addressed a letter to the Countess of Landsfeld, inviting her to  deliver  one  or more of her lectures in Harrisburgh.  Well, Lola is at home in  the  society  of  official  gentlemen.   She  has been the companion and the teacher  of kings and princes, and has the reputation of doing much to start the ball  of  revolution  that rolled over the German States, and through Europe, in 1847  and  1848.   It  must be confessed to her credit that in Europe she always espoused  the  cause  of  the  people  against  the  tyranny  of monarchical and arbitrary power.

Cleveland Morning Leader, page 2.6

9  February: At the Academy of Music, "Guy Mannering" and the screaming farce of "Lola  Montez  or  Countess  for  an  Hour."     Madam Lola Montez will give her witty and amusing lecture on "Fashion" at Chapin's Hall this evening.page  3.3: Lola Montez's Lecture: This eminently brilliant, talented, eccentric, 

spirited,  versatile,  saucy  and  unintelligible  woman  will  deliver her noted lecture upon "Fashion" this evening at Chapin's Hall.

     In  the  course  of her eventful life, she has "scarred" more men, startled more  women,  astonished  more  communities, and electrified more audiences than any other woman living.

Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 3.2

10  February:  Mme  Lola  Montez delivered her lecture on "Fashion" to a densely packed  audience at Chapin's Hall last evening.  This was remarkable considering the  wild  and  indeed we may say "howling" condition of the elements.  The lady looked  exceedingly  well.   She was attired in a black velvet dress and wore no jewelry.   As  we had excellent reason to expect, the lecture was a sensible and sparkling  affair,  most  admirably  delivered.   It  was listened to with close attention, frequently eliciting hearty applause......

Cleveland Morning Leader, page 3.3

10  February:  The  announcement  that  Madame  Lola  Montez,  the  Countess  of Landsfeld,  would deliver her celebrated lecture upon "Fashion" at Chapin's Hall last  evening  drew  together  one of the largest and most fashionable audiences that  have  ever  gathered  in  our  city.   Throughout  the  city there was the greatest  possible  curiosity  to  see  the  wonderful  woman,  who, at home and abroad,  had  played  so  important  a  part  in  the political and intellectual history   of   the   times,   and   a  large  number  of  ladies  were  present, notwithstanding  the  storm........pleasing  delivery,  her graceful deportment, and her toned voice......

Cleveland Daily Herald, page 3.2

10  February:  Lola  Montez  -  In spite of the furious weather, Chapin Hall was crowded  last  night  by persons anxious to hear the world noted Lola Montez.  A considerable  number  of  ladies  were present, though the principal part of the  audience  was made up of men, mostly young.  Lola was dressed in excellent taste,  the  dress  being  of  black,  close  fitting  around the neck, and with crinoline  of exceedingly modest pretensions - if indeed she wore any.  Her hair was  tucked  up  short and "frizzled" out with studious carelessness, resembling that  of  a  girlish  romp who has not had her hair combed out for several days.  She  is  of  medium  height,  irregular  features  that in her younger days were doubtless  "piquant"  if not strictly handsome, but which to speak plainly, can now  scarcely be classed among any of the different styles of beauty.  She still possesses  a  twinkle  of  the  eye  and  saucy  expression of the lip that give something  of  an  idea  of  her  vivacious character in her more palmy days.  A nervous  movement  of  her hands with the fringes of her dress, the table cover, etc, shows that she is not quite at home on the lecture platform.

     Her  lecture  on "Fashion" was a "smart" production, which gave but few new facts  or  ideas  although  some  truths  were  told in a sarcastic manner.  The discourse  was  not very coherent in style, and appeared to be mainly made up of scraps  from  such  books  as  Fairholt's  work on Costume, or Mrs. Merrifield's Dress  as  a  Fine  Art.   The  only  object  appeared  to  be the production of epigrammatic  "hits"  which,  delivered  in  the sarcastic style of Lola Montez, repeatedly  brought  down  the  house.   The  lecture  served its purpose, being merely  considered  by  most  of  the  audience as a pretext for the lecturer to remain on stage for the inspection of the audience.

page  3.4: arrivals at Weddel House on Feb 10 (sic Feb 9), Lola Montez, H. Burr, both of NYC

Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 3.2

11  February:  The charming lady of a well-known citizen was mistaken by many at the  Academy  of Music last night for Lola Montez, and the manner in which opera glasses  were  leveled  at  the box in which she sat would have appalled her had she seen them.  Lola was not there.

Cleveland Morning Leader, page 2.6

11 February: John Bull at Home this evening

Cleveland Daily Herald, page 3.3

11  February:  A  Benighted Ashtabulian Goes to See Lola Montez: story of a hick taken in by a city slicker, introduced to "LM" in a bar, beaten, etc.

Münchener Stadtbibliothek, Monacensia Sammlung; Manuscripts

LM to unknown woman (probably Ellen Osborn): Cleveland Ohio Feb. 11 1860

(written  across  upper  left corner: "If I can be any aid to you in the country just  let  me  know  ---")

  Dear  Camille,  You  will  no  doubt be surprised at receiving  this  letter  from  me  not knowing that I had returned to the US but when  I  left  London  as  you remember I went to reside with two rich people in Derby  and  would  have  been  there  now had it not unfortunately happened that mankind  who  are  for  ever sinning and who in the person of the gentleman took too  much  upon  himself  you  understand  what I mean and therefore I would not suffer  this  packed up my trunk and as the Americans say made "tracks" for over the  water  -  I  am hard at work lecturing all over the different States of the Union  -  in  a  short time I shall proceed down South and am endeavoring to put aside  a  little "boire???? pour la soif."  In looking over the New York Times a leading  paper of NY of the 10th Feb I found an article on your talented husband which  I  have  cut out and enclose.  I am amongst kind kind friends in America, loved  in  my  Church and very happy far more than I could be in England - Every one  was  so  glad to see me when I returned and all the newspapers gave me warm welcomes.  - I shall return to New York in about six weeks - for that City is my home  -  I  hope you will write and acknowledge the receipt of this - Address to Lola  Montez,  care  of  N.C.  publishing  association, 42 Bleeker St East - New York.   I  hope  Mrs. Lewis, Mrs Peck???Peele???? Mrs Watson and all those Ladys who were so kind and warm hearted towards me are well - give them my best love -  and  tell  them I shall ever remember them with feelings of affection and pray for  their temporal and spiritual welfare. - My visit to London was a sad one in its  consequences  for  I lost in that unfortunate house speculation all my hard and  well  deserved earnings however I hope I have been taught a lesson - I have not  heard  from  Laura  -  or  from  Mrs.  Palmer - what are they doing? Things political  &  local  are  looking  dark and dismal in this country as well as in Europe  -  politically we are on the eve of a terrible disturbance between North and South - one is as much in fault as the other - now do remember to write me -  What  is  Madame  Leger doing - perhaps I may next year take a trip to Lecture again  in  England  -  but if I do, I shall be wiser than before - My little dog Gip  is  well  and  travels  about  with  me - How is your dear little Tiny?  My health  is  much  better than it was and the winter is not cold - I hope I shall enjoy  health  now for I have been delicate a long time - I must now conclude by wishing  your  husband the best success which is O in gold of course for his new publications and by begging of me to believe me without possibility of change

                             Your affectionate friend

                                         Lola

Do not forget to remember me to my friends -

[Although the salutation on this letter is “Dear Camille,” I am convinced the addressee must be Ellen Osborn, the wife of Capt. Sherard Osborn.  The reference to a book by the addressee’s husband in the New York Times of 10 February is the clue.  A number of authors of books mentioned in the NYT of that date were dead, and of the others only a few were living in London and none of them had a wife named Camille.  But Osborn, who does have a book mentioned in the NYT of 10 February does fit very well.  First of all, he is the answer to the question of whom LM was referring to when she was arrested for bigamy when she claimed that “Capt. Osborn can testify that I was divorced.”  Secondly, as a sea captain and explorer, he was the type of man who would interest LM.  But he was frequently away from England in the Orient on voyages of exploration and study.  Nevertheless, an examination of his biography shows that he was in England during 1843, when LM made her debut as Lola Montez, and that he was again in England, with his new wife Ellen in 1859, when LM was there on her lecture tour, and they were still in England in 1860, when this letter was written.  As to the question of the salutation, I can only guess that Camille was a nickname that had somehow become attached to Mrs. Osborn, probably from the then-popular novel and play by the younger Dumas.]
Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 3.2

13  February:  Mme  Lola Montez and the Herald - A little incident at the supper table  of the Wendell on Friday evening, having been incorrectly reported in the Herald  we  give it below as it occurred: Madame Montes having taken a seat at the table,  called  for  a  paper  (not the Herald).  The Herald was brought to her.  She  took it, glanced at the head to see what paper it was and then crumpling it in  her  hand,  flung it upon the floor and exclaimed with emphasis, "Bring me a decent paper, bring me a decent paper, bring me the Plain Dealer."

Cleveland Plain Dealer, page 3.3

14  February:  Lola  Montez  -  It  is a mistake that Lola accepted an offer for $1000  for  one  week's  services  in  receiving  and  entertaining visitors and customers  at  Ryder's  Photographic  Gallery.   The Countess does not object to make  money,  but  she  did not sign the contract with Mr. Ryder, who, though an enterprising  man in his line, could not, we think, afford to pay $1000 per week for  a  beautiful  and  fascinating  clerk.   The  lady  left the city yesterday morning.

The Daily Times (Cincinnati) 20 February 1860, page 3:6

Lola  Montez  Speaks  -- She Spares Not the Guilty:  The renowned Countess whose real  adventures would form a history more interesting than any of the novels we have  seen,  spoke at the Melodeon on Saturday night.  Not less than 900 persons were  present,  and  the  closest  attention  was  paid to the lecture.  We have listened  to most of the female lions of the day, and could mention several that would  require  individually,  pretty  large  and  strong  cages;  Lola  Montez, however,  is  about  the  most  conspicuous of the company; she does not spoil a story  for relations sake, does not pander to national prejudices, possesses any amount  of physical and moral courage, has a brain which the phrenologists would call  highly  perceptive,  eyes like an eagle's, a voice severely trained to the rules  of elocution, and has sense enough not to be ashamed of the world we live in.

     It  is  very easy to find fault with that which we do not understand and to denounce  that which we do not like; and the Madame Lola Montez has contrived to meet  a  good  many  critics  who  could  not  discover  her  abilities.   These sanctimonious  gentlemen  ought  to  be  collected  and  compelled  to  serve as officers in a peace society, or to go down in diving bells for the public good.

     Lola  Montez  is  not  quite  as good looking as when she was a young woman "only  nineteen  years  old,"  but  she has still beauty enough to captivate the affections  of  better  looking  and  smarter men than the potentate of Bavaria.  She  is  a  revolutionist  of  the  first order, and when she found the cause of popular  liberty in Germany must yield, temporarily to the power of Austria, she warned  the despots the time would come when their funerals would be inaugurated by steel and lead.

     She  is  in  favor  of  free  trade and sellers' (???) rights, and does not abuse  the  Americans  when  she  is  in England, and the English when she is in America,  according  to the popular custom of the day.  She belongs to the fast, living  world  etc.,  etc., [Copy too difficult to read. An account of her "John Bull at Home" lecture.]

Cincinnati Daily Gazette, page 2.3

21 February: LM spoke to a large audience on Fashion

Mons. Chenal playing in Cincinnati on Piano Russo

5 March: Louisville, Masonic Temple, John Bull at Home

Louisville Daily Journal, page 3.1

6  March:  Lola  Montez  attracted a large audience last evening and made a most decided  impression both in the matter and in the manner of her lecture.  She is a  fine elocutionist and there are many touches of elegant satire which come off her  tongue  with  a  perfect relish.  She seems to enjoy her subject as much as her auditors do, and she is a truly wonderful woman.

Louisville Daily Democrat, page 2.3

6  March: LM - This distinguished lady lectured last night at the Masonic Temple to  a  large  and as respectable an audience as Louisville ever furnished.  Lola keeps  her  freshness  wonderfully.   She appears younger than half the women of 25,  and  could  teach the best of them the science of dress.  She has wonderful vitality,  mental  as  well  as  physical.  Those who know the woman respect her talents  and admire her courage in overcoming all obstacles, and all the obloquy cast  upon  her.   She  has accomplished much, and, as a heroic struggling woman has  earned the sympathy of the world.  She is beautiful as Maintenon, and witty as De Stael, the last of a type of remarkable women.....

     On  the  rostrum  Lola  looks  better  than  on  the stage.  She was not so prettily  or  even  tastefully  appareled  last  night as we have seen her upon other  occasions,  but still the remarkable freshness and vivacity was apparent.  The  somber,  dark  robe  worn  last  night  with  the  plain  white  collar and undersleeves  of  rare  texture  apparently - do not become her as other colors, but  as  we are not her costumer, we will not intrude upon her toilette further.  Time  has  dealt  softly  with  Lola,  and  it  is no wonder.  She is said to be surprisingly  interesting in conversation.  Her fine, intellectual features show no  abatement of fire, and though she is slightly more embonpoint than a year or so  ago,  she is in her golden prime, or as the phrase goes concerning women, in her "golden mien."?????

     The  lecture  was  applauded  throughout, nor have we seen an audience more delighted  or  in a merrier mood.....We were in error in saying Chauncy Burr was her  agent.   Mr  Herman  (sic)  Burr  will  please accept our apologies for the mistake.

Louisville Daily Courier, page 1.3

6  March:  ...Weather  inclement but the Hall was crowded and hundreds of ladies were  present.   Perhaps  no one but Lola could have attracted such an audience on such a night.  But Lola is a remarkable character, and her sex are curious.     At  8  o'clock  the  lecturer appeared, dressed in a plain velvet robe, and looking  altogether  as  pretty  and  interesting as she has in times past.  She read  her lecture apparently but repeated many passages without reference to the manuscript.   Her  style  of  address and elocutionary powers possess a peculiar fascination.....On  the conclusion of the lecture, her agent announced she would lecture on Fashion on Wednesday night.....

7 March: Louisville, Masonic Temple, Fashion

Louisville Daily Courier, page 1.3

8  March: Hall crowded with a most fashionable audience who listened with marked attention

Louisville Daily Journal, page 3.1

9  March: LM to speak on schools at the St.Iness congregation fair in the Mozart Hall tonight

Daily Missouri Democrat, page 2.5

9 March: LM lectures on John Bull at Home at Mercantile Library Hall tonight.

Daily Missouri Democrat, page 2.5

10  March:  John Bull at Home - large and fashionable audience.  The lecture was full  of  characteristic  good  sense,  wit  and satire, and some portions of it quite  original  in  its  views of the English.  The Boston Post christened Lola "the  queen of the lecture room" and we think the compliment well deserved.  Her elocution  is  quite  faultless,  and  her entire manner, though not bashful, is certainly  gentle and modest.  She was dressed in a style of quiet and faultless simplicity  and her performance taken altogether, must be confessed an excellent one.   No  lecturer  who  has  appeared  in  this  country  has  won more hearty encomiums  from  the  press  than  the  Countess, and we believe none have drawn larger crowds.  This evening she gives her celebrated lecture on fashion.

Daily Missouri Democrat, page 2.6

12  March: Review of Fashion - This eccentric and gifted woman has delivered two lectures  in  this city which have attracted large and fashionable audiences who testified  their approbation by frequent and hearty applause.  The lecture given on  Saturday  evening on Fashion was a very sensible and sparkling exhibition of the  waywardness  and  comic  eccentricities  of  fashionable life......Upon the whole  the  lecture  .....is  likely to place its talented author among the most competent and accomplished lecturers in the estimation of those who heard it.

Press Tribune (Chicago)  page 1.2

29  March:  Lola  Montez in Chicago - Our good Chicago people had seen strangers many,  and  nearly  all of the lions, but a Chicago audience had never seen Lola as a lecturer.     Some  years  ago,  in the old Chicago Theater, she failed in dramatics, but so  the  critics  said,  did  dance divinely.  Those who had never seen her were eager  last  evening  and  those  scarce less so who, remembering Lola's "Spider Dance,"  looked  for  its  grace  and  spriteliness  to  be  transferred  to the discussion of "John Bull."

     Metropolitan  Hall  was  full.   There were no seats vacant and very little standing  room.  The platform was crowded, the aisles were crowded, and hundreds were  turned  away  that  could  not  get in.  And so the audience waited.  Lola stops  at  the  Briggs  House.   She  entered  the  Hall about 8 pm with a rapid skimming  motion,  glanced  a  little  uneasily  at  the crowd pressing upon the rostrum, approached the stand, and almost in a breath commenced her lecture.     Lola  is  a  sprightly,  dark-haired,  bright-eyed woman of - but we do not dare  to  venture  on  the "Conflict of Ages."  The expression of an old colored man  will  be in point. "By birth I is eighty, but take me by what I'se seen and I  is  three  hundred,"  and  the Montez has had about three centuries of a wide range  of  feminine  experience  as Bavaria, England, California, United States, and the rest of mankind can attest.

     She  is making a handsome thing out of her lectures, if last evening be any test,  for  her  audience  was from twelve to fifteen hundred strong.  As to the lecture itself, it was gossipy, piquant and characteristic.

Chicago Daily Journal, page 3.1

29  March:  Lola  Montez - Metropolitan Hall was crammed, jammed, rammed full of people  last evening to see the famous Lola Montez and hear her lecture on "John Bull  at Home."  Her talk could more properly be styled a gossipy discourse than a  lecture  - criticizing the warp and manners of the English people, recounting her  own  experiences  among  them, and contrasting them and their peculiarities with  those  of  the  Americans, by which neither John Bull nor Brother Jonathan were  particularly  complimented.   The  lecture  would  not  bear  a very rigid criticism,  in  any respect, although it was characteristically womanlike in the topics selected, the views taken and the style by which it was characterized.

Chicago Daily Journal, page 3.1

30 March: lots of blowing dust and dazzling northern lights at night

31 March, Strong Minded Women

Daily News (Chicago) page 3.1-3  21 July 1893

Old  Time  Facts  and  Fancies:.....I  became  acquainted  with  the Countess of Landsfeld  through  a  Mr. Chauncey C. Burr (sic) and his cousin, a lady who was the  wife  of  a  hotel and restaurant keeper in this city named Thomas Andrews.  And  this  reminds  me  that I heard a few days since that Mrs. Andrews is still living  and residing in Chicago......Burr was an extraordinary person.  He was a man  of  great  force  of character, such character as he possessed.  I think he was  a  native  of  New Jersey.  Like his notorious namesake, Aaron Burr, he had apparently  great  power  not only over women but over men.  Years antecedent to his  association  with  the  remarkable  adventuress Lola Montez he lectured all over  the  United  States  on  what he then called biology, but which scientists have  since  named hypnotism.

......How Burr got interested in LM I have no means of  knowing.   Accordingly  he "worked the oracle" as long as the venture proved profitable.   My  impression  at  the  time was that the lectures Lola delivered were  by  Burr

.......At that time the countess had begun to draw perilously near to  that  period  of life which, for a woman who had led so fast an existence as she  had, might be designated as the "sere and yellow leaf."  She was between 35 and  40  years  old.   She was of slight frame, had a small head, covered with a mass  of  dark,  curly hair, and her eyes were of dark blue - Mr. A.H. Weaver to the  contrary  notwithstanding, who says they were dark brown.  I have said that she  was  a  native  of Limerick, Ireland, and this fact, among other things, it probably  was  which  induced  her,  immediately  I  was  introduced to her, to patronize  me  as  a countryman and compatriot of hers.  At that time, like most women  who  have  led  fast  lives,  she  had become garrulously, if not deeply, religious,  and above all religions in the world she had taken to what is called "Swedenborgianism," or the doctrines of the Church of the New Jerusalem.

     Lola  Montez  had  been,  as  she  informed  me,  drawn  to  the  study  of Swedenborg's   works  and  system  by  Mr.  Thomas  Lake  Harris,  a  celebrated spiritualist  who  was  born in Fenny Stratford, England, May 15, 1823.  He came to  America  with his father and settled in Utica, New York.  There he renounced Calvinism  and  removed  to  New York City, where he became pastor of the fourth Universalist  Society.   During the spiritualistic movement in 1850, he joined a community  at  Mountain  Cove,  Virginia,  became  a convert to spiritualism and lectured  throughout  the  United States.  He went to England in 1858, lecturing there  and  in Scotland and making many converts.  Among them were Lady Oliphant and  her  celebrated  and  talented  son, Laurence Oliphant, both of whom Harris compelled  to  do  the  most menial services at the farms purchased by Harris in Duchess  County,  New  York,  partly  with Lady Oliphant's money.  In the Harris community  the  authority of the scriptures and the marriage relations were held sacred;  there  was  no  written  creed or form of government but the system was meant  to  combine the doctrines of Plato in philosophy, Swedenborg in spiritual science  and  Fourier  in  sociology.   Poor  Laurence  Oliphant  was  literally mentally  and physically demoralized under the systematic ill-treatment to which he  was  subjected in the Duchess county community and died a year or two since, a complete wreck of a man.

     Lola  Montez suggested that I should open a correspondence with Mr. Thomas Lake  Harris  in  order  to  put  myself  under  his spiritual guidance.  When I informed  her  that  I  had  been a student of the works of the Swedish seer for nearly  a  score  of  years, and further that I had no sort of sympathy with Mr. Harris  and  his teachings, she undertook to read me a lesson.  The fact was the woman  was  so  baldly ignorant of the subject which she professed to thoroughly understand  that  she  would,  woman-like,  put forward propositions to me which were  utterly  absurd  on  the  face  of  them  with  a  cock-sureness which was delightfully refreshing.

     In  a  short  time  I  was  further  enlightened  as  respected  the  utter inconsistency  of this lady's religious and indeed any other beliefs or opinions and  the  light  fashion  in  which  she regarded them.  They "overcame her as a summer  cloud"  and  to  no  further  degree.   Meanwhile, she presented to me a 

certain  Baron Palme, who subsequently resided here for a number of years, as an old  Bavarian  friend of hers.  The baron had been grand chamberlain to Louis or Ludwig  I,  king of Bavaria

........Adversity had, meanwhile, changed all this so far  as  the  baron and the discoroneted countess were concerned.  They had then embraced  the  mysteries  and  mysticism  of  theosophy,  or  the possibility of 

inspiration  direct from the Deity.  They rejoiced - these two innocent children of  the  new  light  which  dawned  on,  or rather in, them - in that which they called  "the ecstatic intuition of the Heavenly One," save the mark! (No further LM  article  appears  in  the paper through the end of August -- see the Chronological Documentation in 33 for April 1857 for a prior article by this anonymous author.  In general, the article seems credible.  LM’s interest in TL Harris was certainly real, and it seems that she did become reacquainted with Baron Palme in Chicago.  Palme had been her host in Augsburg in 1847 and had immigrated to America.  He subsequently became a leader of the spiritualist movement in America and was given a great spiritualist funeral in NYC on his death, becoming one of the first persons to be cremated in America.)

Buffalo Daily Republic, 6 April 1860, page 2, col 2

Profitable-- The Chicago Journal  says:  Lola Montez, Countess of Landsfeldt, ex-king of Bavaria, danseuse, actress, Jesuit expeller, lecturer, and what not, leaves our city with $800, Illinois currency, the clear profits of her three lectures last week. 
Detroit Free Press, page 2.4

2 April: John Bull at Home at he Fireman's Hall

Detroit Free Press, page 2.4

3  April:  LM  at  the Fireman's Hall;

 page 4.4, arrival of LM and H.Burr at the Biddle House

Toronto Leader, 4 April 1860, page 3 col 1

Advertisement:  Lola Montez to lecture in St. Lawrence Hall on “Fashion” on 5 April

Toronto Leader, 5 April 1860, page 2, col 4

Article says that the meeting originally scheduled for tonight in St. Lawrence Hall, to prepare for the visit of the Prince of Wales, has been postponed to give way to the countess.  There is no doubt she will have a crowded house for her lecture tonight.  Very flattering notice.

Toronto Globe, page 2.7

6 April: LM's lecture on "Fashion" was "frequently cheered"  by a very large audience during its delivery

News of the Week, Toronto, 12 April 1860, page 1, col 3

Discusses LM’s lecture and indicates that she was “not much changed from a couple of years ago” when she was last in Toronto

Rochester Union & Advertiser, page 2.8

6 April: Advertisement for lecture on 9 April at Corinthian Hall on Fashion

Buffalo Daily Republic, 6 April 1860, page 3, cols 2-3

Lola Montez’s Career as Lecturer -- Tomorrow the Countess of Landsfeldt expounds the mysteries, the beauties, the deformities, the glories, the shames of Fashion, at St. James Hall.  No person living is probably more capable of doing all this than the versatile and facetious Lola Montez.  She has, at different periods of her erratic career, resided in every one of the fashionable capitals of the civilized world; and, in them all, has succeeded, in one way or another, in making herself the “observed of all observers.”  She has been eight or nine years in America and has become one of the institutions of the country -- having contributed more to the general fund of newspaper paragraphs and squibs than any other person of her time -- After having won all the fame she could upon the stage, she turned her “large and lustrous eyes” towards the platform, confidently daring to compete with the Chapins, the Beechers, the Taylors, and the other great lecturers of the day.  At the start  her success was not very great.  The second lecture she ever delivered was at Buffalo to a small, but, it must be confessed, select audience.  The next trial was at Rochester, where she drew almost nobody.  Syracuse, ditto.  She then went to Canada, where her success was immense.  Then she appeared in the city of New York and took that village by storm.  The New York Herald, and some other dailies, gave two columns and a half to some of her lectures, while Edward Everett, who was there at the same time, was reduced to half or two-thirds of a column.  The Herald pronounced Lola “the most eloquent man of the two.”  After this she went to Philadelphia, and the critics of that sober Quaker city ran quite a riot in her praises.


Next she ventured to Boston.  There, the critics of the “modern Athens” pronounced her “the queen of the lecture room” where she achieved still greater fame as a lecturer than she had won in the country.  In all the principal cities of Great Britain, she drew immensely from the ranks of the nobility and gentry, at ten shillings, British, per head ($2.58) and at two shillings per head from the “lower minions.”  She received the endorsement of the London Times, which pronounced her lecture on Fashion “one of the most delightful lectures ever given in that splendid hall.” (St. James Hall)  It was copied into many of the principal papers of this country that Lola was abusing and making fun of the Americans in England, and it was quite savagely predicted that she would never dare to show her face in this country again.  But dare she did, and the Herald put down the number who greeted her the first night of her re-appearance there at 3000.  She has since visited all the principal cities of the middle and Western States, and everywhere has attracted the largest and most fashionable audiences that have ever been drawn to any lecture in this country.  And now after two years have elapsed, she comes round to Buffalo again, which is the point from which she started her lecturing career; and the papers where she has been report her as enjoying better health and spirits than when she was last in America.  We shall not be surprised to hear, when she has used up the lecturing business, that she has broken out in some new and startling career which will prolong her reign in the world of excitement and agitation still longer.  Who knows but she may yet put herself at the head of the strong-minded women, and declare herself a candidate for the Presidency, to the great dismay of three or four thousand ambitious specimens of the masculine gender, who have their longing eyes fixed on that point.

Buffalo Express, 7 April 1860, page 3, col 1

...Her lectures are universally  praised for their sprightlyness, humor and good sense, and have everywhere won the applause of the most select and appreciative audiences.  It is stated that her second effort upon a venture of this kind was made at Buffalo.  We do not recollect it; but if she has appeared before our citizens ere now in the character she assumes tonight, it was so long ago that it cannot lessen the curiosity with which she will again be greeted...

Buffalo Daily Republic, 7 April 1860, page 3 col 1

...We understand that this indefatigable and brilliant woman intends to retire entirely from the platform and the public, after she arrives in New York from her present tour.  But 25 cents is the admission in this city tonight.

Buffalo Daily Courier, 9 April 1860, page 2, col 3

Lola Montez -- This lady, celebrated as the Countess of Landsfeldt, lectured to a large and intelligent audience at St. James Hall Saturday evening.  The large audience were called out perhaps as much by curiosity to see one whose experience of life has been various and singular as with any expectation of being instructed....The ladies who were prevented from attending may be interested to know that the lecturer wore a habit of black, with high neck, bishop sleeves, and embroidered undersleeves.  That she is a very ordinary looking notwithstanding the reputation she has enjoyed of being very handsome.  But it is evident she is a woman of remarkable energy and character.  There is enough of this element in her composition to make three or four of our ordinary women.

Buffalo Express, 9 April 1860, page 3, col 2

Lola lecture -- The fair Lola had a large audience at St. James Hall Saturday evening, and her lecture, we think, gave general satisfaction.  It was lively, humorous and sensible.  The speaker’s voice was hardly of sufficient strength and clearness for the size of the hall, and there was much difficulty experienced by those occupying the back seats in catching all her sentences.

Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, 9 April 1860, page 3, col 1

...Lola speaks with distinctness and fluency and her language appears particularly well chosen.

Rochester Union & Advertiser, page 1.8

9  April:  LM lectured at Rockford, Ill.  Mrs. Croly in her notice describes her in detail.

Rochester Union & Advertiser, page 2.4

10  April:  Four  hundred to five hundred, audience of ladies and gentlemen, not large  but  intelligent, "and those who were present and appreciated the lecture were  highly  entertained.  The lecturess appeared to much better advantage than on  the  former  occasion  when  she  lectured here.  She is evidently in better health, and has become more familiar with the practice of public speaking.

Atlas and Argus (Albany) page 3.4

11 April: LM on Fashion, one night only, Association Hall

New York Evening Post, page 2.3

13 June: Herman Melville leaves on a voyage

1860 Census

Reel 814

New York City, 18th Ward, 2nd District, page 334

lines 23-27

Dwelling house 338, single family

Family 358

Isaac Buchanan  52  Male  Florist  $40K Real Estate $1K Pers.prop born Scotland

Maria Buchanan  39  Fmle                                          born Scotland

David Buchanan  23  Male  Florist  $5K Real Estate  $200 Pers     born Scotland

Mary Wright     22  Fmle  Domestic                                born Ireland

Thomas Wright   15  Male  Domestic                                born Ireland

Census taken on 23 June 60 by Thomas J. Thompson

wealthy neighborhood, physicians on either side

Reel 805

New York City, 15th Ward, 3rd District, page 339

Dwelling House 370, Family 462

Daniel L. Hoeff  40  Male  Salesman     born New Hampshire

Mrs. Heald       40  Fmle               born Ireland

Catherine Heenan 16  Fmle  Waitress     born Ireland

Neighbor Thomas Denny, jr  in City directory at 11 Clinton Place

other neighbor right next door listed at 13 Clinton Place

Lola must have indeed been at 15 Clinton Place 

The house was on the north side of Clinton Place between Mercer and Green Sts.

NY Tribune, 4 July 60, page 5.3

     At a late hour last evening....[First report of Lola’s stroke. says she is not expected to live out the night.]
NY Tribune, 7 July 60, page 5.3

     LM is recovering.

Sunday Dispatch (Philadelphia) page 2.6

8  July:  The  celebrated  Lola  Montez has been lying at the point of death for several  days  past.   Perhaps  ere  you  read  this she will have departed. Sic transit,  etc.   She was a woman of decided and really versatile talent, and one of the best and most agreeable conversationalists I have ever met.

Montrose Standard & Angus & Mearns Register  Page 3.1

27  July: repeats NY Trib article of 7 July about LM's stroke and adds "For some time  past  she  has resided at No. 15 Clinton Place, and during her illness has been faithfully cared for by several of her intimate friends."

News of the World (London)  Page 6.6

29  July:  Serious  Illness  of LM: Late on Tuesday evening we were surprised to learn  that  the  celebrated  Mme Lola Montes, Countess of Landsfelt, lay at the point  of death, and was not expected to survive the night.  On Saturday morning she  arose  in  her  usual  health, but soon complained of giddiness, and, lying down,  was  at once deprived of speech and motion by a paralytic stroke.  Sunday and  Monday  she was able to partially recognize those about her, but on Tuesday seemed  to have lost all consciousness, and was pronounced by medical attendants as beyond hope of life. From the NY Tribune, 4 July.

Kölnische Zeitung, 1 August 60, [3.2]

     Der  Tod  der  LM  bestätigt sich:  an 30. Juni traf sie ein Schlaganfall, welcher   mit  einer  bis  Dienstag[sic],  3.  Juli,  andauernd  Erblindung  und Bewusstlosigkeit  verbunden war.  Am letzteren Tage wurde ihr Zustand zwar etwas besser,  so  daß  sie  wieder  sehen  konnte;  am  4.  aber  trat  eine  solche Verschlimmerung   ihres   Zustandes   ein,   das   die  Ärtzte  denselben  für hoffnungslos erklaerten; am 12. erfolgte der Tod.

Europa,  Chronik der Gebildeten Welt [Leipzig], 1860, 2. Semester, Spalten 1122-1125

LM's  obituary.  Tells story of German doctor from the nobility in Grass Valley; LM's  house  burns  down and she rebuilds it more beautifully; the doctor shoots himself  accidentally  and  this  changes  her  mood;  she  sells her jewels for $10,000 and leaves; says she died on July 4, 1860.

Sunday Dispatch (Philadelphia) page 2.6

12  August:  You heard a great deal lately about Lola Montez.  She is alive yet, but,  in  good  sooth,  her  day  is  over.  She is now a paralytic, and what is worse,  they  say  she  is  really very poor.  She is staying at Astoria, up the river,  and  although  she  may  get  over  this  attack,  it will inevitably be followed  by  one  or two more, and we all know the issue of such an affliction.  I  am  sorry  Lola  is  not  pecuniarily independent.  She ought to be.  She has certainly  gathered  up enough money in her time.  But "easy come, easy go" says the  maxim,  and  who  illustrates  the  truth  etc......Brilliant,  gay, witty, vivacious,  she  has been the life of many a charmed circle.  Can it be that she shall  lie  in  a garret, friendless, penniless, unknown.  I hope not.  It would be  better for her life to end at once and suddenly.  It would be better for her candle  to  be  snuffed  out  while  yet  unexhausted  in  its  glow, than to go flickering  in  its  socket,  dying  at  last  with  a  stench that none care to recognize.

Sunday Dispatch (Philadelphia) page 2.?

9  September: Poor Lola Montez.  Notwithstanding the contradictions published in some  of  the newspapers, (heaven only knows why!) Lola is residing up the river in  Astoria  Long  Island  (opposite  86th  Street,  on  this  island), close to Hellgate.   I  mean  no  irreverent pun by this last observation.  Lola has been "one  of  them,"  in  her  time,  no doubt, but there have been many Aspasias no better,  and  a multitude of Camilles perhaps much worse - while, too, "the lamp holds  out to burn," there still exists an opportunity for atonement, and so the Bavarian  intriguante  may  never  reach  the  proximity  to  Hades  which seems prototyped  at  present  in her abode off "Pot Rock," "Mill Rock,"  "the Hen and Chickens,"  etc, which pocketful of rocks in the East River old-fashioned people christened "Hellgate" and modern piety modifies into "Hurlgate."

     Lola  is  stopping  at  Astoria  with  a  kind  friend, but alas! in what a condition  of  body and mind!  She is not exactly an imbecile, and yet what term will  more  clearly  express  her  mental  helplessness?   Physically  she is an invalid  of  a melancholy description.  A female friend of mine saw her a day or two  ago,  and  it  was enough to make one's heart bleed to note her picturesque limnings  of  the  wonderfully changed woman.  Lola was costumed in a half night and  half  morning  robe,  and  she  sat  in a pretty garden, her hollow cheeks, sunken  eyes  and cadaverous complexion forming a remarkable contrast to the gay flowers.   She was unable to utter an intelligible word except spasmodically and after  repeated  effort.   Her  mouth  was  frothing like that of one in partial convulsions,  and  she  was unconsciously wiping it as little boys do, by drawing it  across  the  sleeve  of  her  dress.   In  fact,  she  had  the strange wild appearance  and  behavior of a quiet idiot, and is evidently lost to all further interest  in  the  world  around  her  or its affairs.  And so ends her eventful history!   What a study for the brilliant and the thoughtless!  What a sermon on human vanity!

Sunday Dispatch (Philadelphia) page 2.6

14  October:  Poor  Lola  Montez!   I have written that ejaculation two or three times   recently.....Female   Christian  Association  absolutely  refused,  when applied  by  a  friend of Lola Montez to provide a place for her "to make use of their  resources  to select for her a room in some quiet respectable place where she  might  close  her days in peace".....the family wants to be relieved of the burden.....LM  has  few  friends,  no money....effort is being made to place her unobtrusively in some quiet quarters with an attendant

Magdalen  Female  Benevolent  Asylum  between  88th and 89th Streets west of the Harlem RR

Trow's  New  York  City  Directory,  compiled by H. Wilson, Vol. LXXIV, for year ending May 1, 1861

Page 361.2  Margaret Hamilton, widow of William, nurse, homeowner at 99 E. 22nd

Harvard Theatre Collection, unidentified clipping (from around 1868 or 1869?)

The  New  York Correspondent of the Cincinnati Gazette says:....About two months before  her  death  her  mother came to New York under the impression that Eliza had  some  property  she could be induced to settle on the old lady.  The doctor described  Mrs.  Gilbert as a cold passionless woman, who greeted and said adieu to  her  daughter,  much  as  she  might  have made a fashionable call.  She was greatly  disappointed  at  finding Eliza without worldly wealth and visited her only twice, if I remember correctly, during her stay of two or three weeks.

