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CHRONOLOGICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR 1859

The Era (London) 16 January 1859 12.3

Bradford   On  Tuesday  evening  another  crowded  house  assembled to hear Lola Montez  on  the English and American character.  This notorious lady possesses a remarkably  clear  and  distinct utterance, but the substance of the lecture was all bunkum. 

13 January  Leeds      Mme  Lola  Montez,  the Countess of Landsfeld, gave her lecture on   Monday   evening   on  the  "Comparative  Characters  of  the  English  and Americans."   Her  clear,  lucid  style,  fine  ringing voice, were particularly attractive.   She was dressed in a plain velvet gown, with neat lace collar, and entirely  devoid of jewelry or ornament.  On Wednesday her second lecture was on female fashions.

Sunday Times (London), 16 January 59, page 3.3

     Manchester  Free  Trade  Hall  -- No doubt different persons have different opinions  as  to  the character and qualities of LM; no doubt, too, that a large number  of  persons  who  attended  her  first  lecture  here, on Saturday, were actuated  by  curiosity;  it  is  certain,  however,  that  the  lady  created a favourable  feeling  in  her behalf by the style and nature of her entertainment and the becoming manner in which she addressed her hearers.....

Sunday Times (London), 23 January 59, page 3.3

     Manchester  --  This  lady's entertainment, or whatever they may be rightly termed,  have  been  well attended, and her audiences are pleased with he beyond expectation.

The Era (London) 6 February 1859 12.1

     Glasgow:  Lola  Montez:  This  lady  gave two lecture in the City Hall this week,  the  first  on  Monday  and  the  other  on Wednesday.  The subjects were "Traits  of  English and American Character" and "The Comic Aspects of Fashion."  They  were  both  eminently  successful, the hall being filled to overflowing on both  evenings  by an audience which testified to the excellency of the lectures and the grace with which they were delivered.

Sunday Times (London), 6 February 59, page 3.3

     Glasgow.   On  Monday and Wednesday Mme. Lola Montez lectured on "Traits of English  and  American  Character  and  the  Comic  Aspects of Fashion," on both occasions  to immense audiences, whom curiosity had drawn together, but who soon began  to  feel  that  more than their curiosity would be satisfied for the many wholesome  truths told, and the grace of telling, as well as the literary merits of the lecture, afforded a treat which few were led to expect.

The Era (London) 13 February 1859 12.1

Edinburgh  Mme  Montez  has  created no small stir among our citizens during the past  week,  who  have  filled  the  Music  Hall to the doors -- not to hear the lectures  we  opine,  but  to  gaze  upon  this  remarkable  woman.  Nor was the audience  composed  of  the  lower  orders,  but consisted of highly respectable citizens,  the majority being ladies who paid 3 s, 2s, or 1s for admission.  Her lectures  on  the  "Comic  Aspects  of  Fashion"  and "England and America" were attentively listened to, and the reception of the fair Lola very cordial.

Sunday Times (London), 13 February 59, page ?.?(3.3?)

     Edinburgh  Music  Hall  --  LM, perhaps the most noted woman of the present day,  lectured  on  Monday  and Wednesday evenings.  Many persons appeared to be shocked  at  Lola's effrontery, in coming to decorous Scotland to show her bold, but  pretty,  face.   Certain  of  the  press  joined  in  the  cry.  One editor denounced  her  in  the  most uncalled-for and malignant style, before the first lecture  was  delivered,  and  spoke  of  her  as  "one  who  has  openly defied conventional  proprieties," and "moral restrictions," who had been "the mistress of  monarchs(?) and the heroine of a hundred intrigues," "who, moreover, was not ashamed  fo  the  past,  but  gloried  in the recollections of her triumphs over respectability!"   and  added,  that "in order to give things their right names, he  must  take  leave  to  call  this kind of exhibition an offense against that decency  and  decorum  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  city have hitherto professed  to  believe."   The  large  building,  nevertheless, was crowded by a "distinguished" audience and Lola was much applauded.

The Era (London) 20 February 1859 13.2

Sunderland,  Lyceum Theatre    Mme Lola Montez gave her picquante lecture on the "Comic  Aspects  of Fashion" on Monday last to a large and fashionable audience, great  attention  being  paid during its delivery (which lasted very little more than an hour).

Sunday Times (London), 20 February 50, page 3.2

     Edinburgh:  LM  has again been taken to task in a long leader in one of our papers, and she left Edinburgh in a day or two after.

The Era (London) 27 February 1859 12.2

Sheffield  Mme  Lola  Montez delivered her lecture on "Comic Aspects of Fashion" on  Monday  last.   The  place  was crammed by a highly respectable audience who testified  to  their  approval  of the manner in which the talented lady treated her subject by repeated rounds of applause.

Sunday Times (London), 27 February 59, page 3.4

     Nottingham:  LM:  This  renowned lady visited Nottingham on Tuesday evening last  and  gave  a  lecture  in  the large room of the Mechanics' Hall which was crowded,  the subject being "Comic Aspects of Fashion."  She is apparently about the  middle  height  and  of  a  rather  slender  figure.  Her voice is rich and mellow.   Her general features are pleasing, and although her eyes may have lost some  of  their lustre, still they present undoubted testimony that the owner of them  has  been  one of the most fascinating women of her time.  The lecture was delivered  in  a  lucid and interesting manner and during its continuance of the most enthusiastic demonstrations of applause were elicited from the audience.

The Era (London) 6 March 1859 13.2

Wolverhampton    The  announcement  of  an  entertainment  by  the  talented but eccentric  lady  served  to  attract  a  large  audience to the Corn Exchange on Friday  evening,  the  result  probably  of an undefinable curiousity to see the fair  Lola  in propria persona.  "The Comic Aspects of Fashion" which formed the subject  of  the  sketch,  were  humorously  treated,  but  the  very abrupt and unexpected  manner  in  which the entertainment concluded (lasting barely 3/4 of an  hour)  served to elicit somewhat noisy manifestations of disapprobation, and the  audience  dispersed,  many  of  them averring that although they had on the previous  week  paid  to  see  and hear a professed "humbug," they had a decided objection to be "Barnumised" by a lady.

Bath Journal  page 5.6

12  March:   Following  upon  the  heels  of  Barnum, another somewhat eccentric genius  has  appeared  before  the  Bath  public during the past week.  Mme Lola Montez  (Countess  of  Landsfeld), on Wednesday evening, gave her lecture on the peculiarities  of  English  and  American  character at the Assembly Rooms.  The curiosity  excited  by  the  fame  of  this  lady's  beauty  and adventures were evidenced  by  the  large  attendance  - the largest of the assembly rooms being crowded  by  an  eager  audience, of whom a great proportion were of the gentler sex.   At  the  hour  appointed for commencing the lecture, Lola Montez ascended the  platform alone, and, having gracefully acknowledged the applause with which her  appearance  was  greeted, she walked to the lecturn on which her manuscript was  placed,  and  with  the  utmost self-possession commenced the address.  The Countess  has evidently a firm persuasion that "beauty when unadorned is adorned the  most."  Her costume, though rich, wa simple in the extreme, consisting of a high  close-fitting  dress  of  black velvet,set off with a small collar of fine point  lace.   Her  elegant  and  graceful figure was thus well displayed ....no jewelry...  In  stature  Lola Montez is rather above the average height of women and  though  the  passage  of  time  has no doubt robbed her face of some of its original  beauty, and she has not now the bloom of youth, yet her countenance is wonderfully  fascinating  and  pleasing.   Her  face  is  oval,  the nose a true Grecian,  her  eyes  fine,  dark, and flashing, the mouth beautifully shaped and expressive,  and  her  head  crowned  with  that  glory of a woman - a luxuriant abundance  of  hair,  black  and  beautiful....At the close many of the audience thought  Lola Montez might return to deliver part 2 since the lecture had lasted just over an hour.

The Era (London) 13 March 1859 12.1

Bath Lola  Montez on Wednesday evening, gave one of her lectures at the Assembly Rooms  to a very large assembly, which a second visit, should she favor us with, we  anticipate  would  be  with  very  different  results.    We must say that a greater  sell  we  have  not  met  with  for  a long time; a lecture of the most commonplace,  and  occupying  about  3/4  of  an  hour was all the audience got.  This,  however,  was  much too long, for the majority present commenced retiring before they had been seated 30 minutes.

Bath & Cheltenham Gazette  page 3.3

16  March:   On  Wednesday  evening a crowded audience met in the large Assembly room  to hear and see the celebrated Lola Montez, whose adventures have made her name  world-famous,  and  whom therefore to behold it became everybody who would be  au courrant with passing events.  Curiosity, of course, was the motive which drew  so  many  to  the  spot,  for  although  a  lecture  was  announced on the peculiarities  of  "English  and  American  Character," we cannot doubt that the "attraction"  lay not altogether in a desire for information, but in the wish to see  and  hear a lady who perhaps has figured before the public oftener than any living  member  of  her  sex, royalty excepted.  For the benefit of those of our readers  who  were  not amongst the spectators, we may state, that her figure is above  the  middle  height  of  women  and displayed as it was to advantage in a tightly  fitting  dress  of  black  velvet,  seemed extremely graceful and well-proportioned.    Her  countenance  is  animated  and  expressive,  her  features classically  correct,  her  hair  dark  and  dressed becomingly in multitudinous curls,  the  effect  of  which  gave  an  expansion to the forehead not a little heightening  of the contour.  But the chief claim of a face, however perfect may be  its  outlines,  must ever consist in the expression; and here again Lola may challenge  comparison with the most favoured of women.  It is not often that one beholds  a  countenance  more capable of portraying every feeling, every passion of  the  soul.  It reminded us, in its rare flexibility and power of transition, of  one  of our Highland lochs, - now gleaming beneath the cloudless sun, smooth and  brilliant  as  a mirror; presently rippling and dimpling beneath the breeze as  it  playfully  wakes  the  surface  into  a  thousand  wavelets; yet capable nevertheless  of  imaging the rugged darkness of the thundercloud, and of rising in  its wrath and in its majesty, until the shore reverberates with the lashings of  its  fury.   The  good  taste  which  led  Lola  to  eschew ornaments of any description  -  the  absence of wreath and jewelry - was thoroughly appreciated.  With  regard  to  the lecture, we may state that it was a well-written and good-humoured  dissertation  on  the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  Englishmen  and Americans,  perhaps with a slight tendancy toward John Bullism, but with no more partiality  than  was  needful  to  keep  the  audience  on  good terms with the lecturer.   A great attraction possessed by Lola's lectures is that conferred on them  by  her  clear  and sweet intonation, whilst the occasional foreign accent which  pervades  her  delivery  rather adds to than detracts from its enjoyment.  As  we  have  said before, she possesses a wonderous play of feature and command of  voice, and all the points, humourous or otherwise, in her lecture, were well emphasized  by  appropriate  action,  and  drew  forth  the  repeated and hearty applause of the audience.

BHSA Kriegsarchiv 80668

18 March   Nußbammer dies in Kreisirenanstalt in Erlangen

The Era (London) 20 March 1859 12.1

Brighton   15  March   Comic  Aspects  of  Fashion;  crammed  Music  Room of the Pavillion; hundreds turned away; two more lectures next weekSouthampton 

     18  March;  Victoria  Rooms;  The  noteriety  of the fair lady, certainly not any ... of the lecture drew together a very fashionable assembly.

NY Public Library, MSS & Archives Section, Crane Family Papers

LM letter to Miss Mitchell, 8 St. Marks, NYC  with the notation on the envelope “Please hand it up as soon as possible”










49 Weymouth St










Portland Place [London]










April 4th 1859

Dear Madam


Although personally a stranger to you, as you to me, a mutual friend (Mr. Young) has had a long conversation with me about you which has so deeply interested me, that I must write to you not as to an unknown, but as to a dear suffering sister, to comfort to aid and to strengthen.


Oh! may the Lord Jesus give vitality to my words, that they may come home and dwell in your thoughts.  I know you as if I had lived beside you for years, and oh how I pity, how I love you poor, poor child!  Once I lived for and from the world, was carried away to commit all its fearful sins and deceptions.  I then loved that world.  it was my all.  I kissed and worshipped its chains that fettered me.  And why was this?

Because I lived out of myself depending on it for my happiness.  then my very bread from its vices.  Oh it took me years and years to rise out its degradations -- I loathed myself, loathed sin.  I from myself tried to reform, not in outward show, for I never was a hypocrite, but from an inward drawing toward the light which is truth.  I could not do this of myself, for I had too many proofs that of myself I could only sin.  My state of mind at that time was a most negative one.  I hung between good and evil, but        as I felt dark in my soul  I could not live in myself.  My state was a wretched one, of fearfully wretched -- I began to see what a monster in spirit I was.  I sought for something I could not find.  I went amongst Spiritualists

and every sect, every kind of thinkers, still I could not find that thing I sought Peace.  I read my Bible with true feelings of much repentance of soul.  I felt better, calmer but still one thing was wanting, and at last -- oh blessed be God’s holy name forever, I have found found what nothing else can be compared to, what nothing else, what no one can give either by sympathy, advice or kind actions.  That the love of God was so great to the most depraved of sinners that he gave his Son His divine Humanity, that He might come into the world to take all sin from the world and die for us that through his death we may have eternal life -  The wages of sin is death - a spiritual death to all sweet holy 

& good feelings.  Christ our dearest friend, our brother and our God saves us eternally by our believing on him.  Oh this thought!  That dear Saviour daily and hourly in His earth life bearing the most dreadful persecutions with a divine love and gentleness, and then completing his wonderful service by the most cruel of deaths, praying for those who did all this “Father forgive them for they know not what they do.”  Oh Madam what, who can you love or live for but Him after once your heart is struck with these things - Who other would do all this for you or for me but Jesus?  Oh meditate on these things and you will (like myself) go to Jesus and lay hold of His garment and cling to it forever.  I pray that He

He may quicken your heart that these glories may be received and pray pray ever, at every moment, pray that he may not let you be tempted beyond your poor strength.  Say His own prayer it is the most beautiful that ever lips breathed - Oh do pray do!  Go and converse with Mr. Harris of the New Church.  never mind an introduction go and tell him all about yourself, hide nothing the Lord will do the rest for I believe Mr. Harris is a true servant of the Lord.  Tell him also how much good, and how much consolation and strength his “Arcana Celestial” has done my spirit.  Tell him I am brought to Jesus.  Oh never again to be lost.  I write all this to you from what Mr. _____ tells me about you.  Oh how I wish I was near you.  but seek others

far better than I am.  A true Christian will never turn away from you.  Oh know that they will take you to Christ to their hearts for the love of Christ, and there are many sincere ones in New York -- If you will see Mr. Harris he will lead you through our Lord into a path beaming with light.  Remember dear one there is in Heaven the greatest joy and gladness over one sinner that repenteth and goeth to Him whose name is Love.  I feel so deeply for about your state of mind your unhappiness that were you my sister I could not take your distress more to heart.  But remember that I have been taught that the greatest blessings come through sustaining the greatest miseries.


Have Faith perfect faith
Read what He says and believe not the half but the whole.  And fear not never mind the sorrow, but do what is strictly right today through love of Him - and He will take care of his own but do remember nothing can truly be of yourself.  Go to Jesus, and ask him to come and dwell in you you - and what you ask will as surely be granted.  Think what a sinner I was how impossible it once seemed to me to become even better.  and it is only by his constant care and love  and by my fervour and sincerity of heart that he has accomplished this miracle.  I beg of you alone at night to read His words.  I could not point to any particular passages, for all are beautiful, then after

reading his teachings go down on your knees, and talk to Him as your best and only friend.  Never did He turn the deaf ear.  Do not I pray be either offended or astonished at reading all this.  I prayed before I began for His holy grace that it might through these few words go to your heart.  The Lord has helped me, and I praise Him.  Remember ‘tis for love love to Christ brings love in the heart to all His creatures.  Will you write to me?  I should be happy were you to do so.  Address your letters 49 Weymouth St. etc, and give me some good news.  Mr. ______ has promised to get you a little book.  it is a simple little book but there is a grand beauty in

there because it speaks not to reason, not to the senses but straight to the heart.  Do not consider that I am sending you a sermon or a long rigmarole of words or that I consider myself better than you or anyone else.  I am a frail sinner in myself and only breathe truth and peace because I prayed Jesus to come and dwell in my heart.  I feel very humble -- I have myself renounced much money, and am poor as far as money goes.  I did the right thing for love of my God and have faith the fullest in Him.  I am ready to accept all he gives me - joys or sorrows - for it is all good.  My prayer is not that he may give me of this world’s goods but that he will

give me heavenly feelings which never go away when once you feel them - [illegible word]


May God our Father friend and Saviour watch over you.  May His spirit come to you is my earnest prayer, with which I subscribe myself


your sister in Christ




Lola Montez

NYPL, notes in Crane papers:

Miss  Mitchell, 8 St. Marks Place, was Laura Cornelia Mitchell, daughter of John W.  Mitchell,  originally of Charleston, SC, and Caroline Green Mitchell of NYC.  

She married Alexander Baxter Crane after the Civil War.

Evening Journal (London)  Page 5.6

7-8  April:  Mme Lola Montez, Countess of Landsfeld, has re-appeared under a new character.    This   eccentric  lady,  who  last  vanished  from  our  sight  as "Mrs.James,"  now  rises  above  the  horizon of London society as a lecturer on social ethics.

     In???  Dickens,  Thackery, Hall are??? all good -- Now the question is, are the  "Lola  Montez"  lectures  worthy  of taking place in this goodly array?  We think not, and we will state the reasons why.

     If  the  Countess of Landsfeld had come over here in a private capacity, we should   never   have  thought  of  alluding  either  to  her  presence  or  her antecedents.   She  has,  however,  been  ill-advised  enough  to  challenge the attention  of  the public.  As a public character, she claims the support of the public;  not  in spite, but by virtue of her public reputation....  The room was doubtless  thronged;  the  fair  lecturer  was  greeted with sounds of applause; papers  were  found  to  lavish  encomiums; high prices were paid for seats; and people  of  rank  and  fashion  were  not  wanting to grace the scene with their presence....We  admit  also that these lectures were of fair average merit....We did  not, moreover, for one moment suspect that there would be anything found in these  lectures to offend the ears of the most correct respectability.  Whatever picquant  flavour  there may be of impropriety arises solely from the wording of the  programme  and  the  reputation of the lecturer....The lecture on "Love" in the  American  series might have been read by Becky Sharp to the young ladies of Miss  Pinkerton's  academy  on  Chiswick-mall  without  entailing  a  rebuke  if overheard  by  the  correct  ears  of  the  friend  and  disciple  of  the great Lexicographer.   To  speak  the  truth,  we  should  have  more sympathy for the lecturer,  most???  respect for the audience, if we thought on this occasion the real thoughts of a real woman were given to the public....

     The  plain  English  of  the  matter is, that nine-tenths of the ladies and gentlemen  who thronged last night to St.James Hall did not go there to hear the lecture,  but to look at the lecturer....(From similar motives,) married men and mothers  of  families  went  to  hear Mme Lola Montez, not because they care one straw  about  her views on American or Yankee society but because they wished to get  a  surreptitious  peep behind the scenes of the "demimonde," and to behold, without  fear  of  losing  caste,  one  who played no inconsiderable part in the world of non-respectability.     Now  we  are not, and do not profess to be, Puritans.  We have little doubt that  half  the  scandal  that  has been told about the Countess of Landsfeld is utterly  groundless;  but  still we cannot shut our eyes to the fact that if she couold  be  proved  by  any possiblity to be a perfect pattern of propriety, the lecture-room  would  be empty.  It is the fact that, whether justly or unjustly, she  is  not  believed  in  popular  estimation  to  have  any  claim  to  be so considered,  that causes the lectures to be given and the audience expected.  It is  really  high  time  that,  in  the  interest of morality and propriety, some protest should be make against this class of exhibition....

Morning Star (London)  Page 4.5

8  April:  Lola  Montez in London: The windows of print shops and the columns of newspapers  have  made  the  public familiar, for more than ten years past, with the  figure  and  the  exploits  of  a  lady of delicate beauty but of masculine spirit.   Few  of  the  female  personages  of history or fiction have played so romantic  a  part  on  the  world's  stage  as  she  who  has been in Europe the favourite  of  kings and of republicans; in America, a heroine of the horse whip and  the  mastiff;  in  both  worlds,  we  believe,  a  theatrical  star of some brillancy; and now is achieving a modest and profitable popularity as lecturer.     Mme  Lola  Montez  -  or countess of Landsfeld - made a first appearance in London  last  night  in  this  new  character.   The  force  of  her beauty, her cleverness,  or  her  fortunes,  attracted  to St James Hall a very numerous and fashionable  audience.   Every portion of that spacious and elegant building was well  filled.   Precisely  at  eight  o'clock  the  lecturer  presented herself, attired  in  that  black  velvet  dress that seems to be the only alternative to white  muslin for ladies who aspire to be historic.  And not Mary Stuart herself became  the  black  velvet,  with  its  margins  of white lace, better than Lola Montez.   A  single glance at the lady, as she steps upon the platform and takes her  place  behind  a  reading desk artistically draped with red, puts to flight all  notions  of unwomanly obtrusion and vehemence.  The figure, face, and air - the  costume,  attitude,  and elocution - are thoroughly, bewitchingly feminine.  And  not less so the matter and style of the discourse.  It consists of a lively and  somewhat  immethodical  commentary  on  English  and  American  character - nowhere  profound,  perhaps  in  parts  very exaggerated, but always piquant and never  ill-natured.   No  part  of  it,  by  the  way, is more feminine than the politics  -  and  in  so saying we pay only a just tribute to the good sense and right  feeling  of  womankind;  for we could wish nothing better for England and America  than the sort of alliance between them which Mme Lola Montez advocates, and  indeed  proclaims.   Perhaps  the  smartest,  happiest  saying in the whole lecture  is  that  in which we are told, with an ineffably pretty affectation of earnestness  -  "If  I were a gentleman, I should like an American girl to flirt with,  but  an  English  girl  for a wife!"  This and many other pleasant things were  received  with as much applause as a West End audience is ever disposed to bestow;  and  at  the  close,  the  general  enthusiasm recalled the lady to the platform  to  bow  her  acknowledgements.   A  second  lecture will be delivered tomorrow night and no doubt a long and successful series will follow.

The Sun (London) 8 April 1859 2.4

     Madame  Lola  Montez:  Last  evening  Mme  Lola  Montez made her debut as a lecturer  before a London audience, at St. James Hall, the subject being English and   American   Character.    The  fair  lecturer  commenced  by  treating  the differences  between  the  manners  of  the  Americans and the English, and then showed  how  the inhabitants of the two countries are in the habit of ridiculing each  other.   She  forcibly  portrayed the Englishman's horror of spitoons, and descanted  upon  the gullibility and excitability of the Americans, individually and  nationally,  bringing to bear upon this portion of her lecture the American rejoicings  over  the  momentary  success of the Atlantic cable, contrasting the apparent  apathy  of  the  English  people  with  the  "galvanic delight' of the Yankees.   Lola  Montez  then  gave some excellent illustrations of the speed of everything  belonging  to  our  trans-Atlantic  cousins,  and showed how quickly collosal  fortunes  are made and lost by them.  She spoke of the power of public opinion  in America, and of Jonathan's moral courage; and concluded by drawing a vivid  picture  of  social  and  fashionable life in America, highly amusing her audience  by  a general description of the American ladies, of their beauty, and their  amusements.   Altogether we may pronounce the success of Lola Montez last evening  as very decided and augur from it a long continuance of her amusing and instructive  lectures.  The noteriety which the lady has obtained in the old and new worlds, of course contributed to the interest manifested in the lecture.

Morning Advertiser (London)  Page 3.5

8  April:  Lectures  by  Lola  Montez  at St. James Hall: Last night Lola Montez (Countess  of  Landsfeld)  commenced a series of four lectures at St.James Hall, which  was  filled  on  the  occasion  by  a  highly respectable and fashionable audience,  attracted,  no  doubt,  by the desire to see and hear a lady in a new character,  whose  life  may be said to be one of the historical romances of the present  century.  On making her appearance on the platform, she was received in a  very  friendly  manner  by  the  company,  whose  plaudits prevented her from commencing  for  some  time,  and  Madame received them in a manner which showed that  she fully appreciated the cordiality of her reception.  The subject of her lecture  was  English  and  American  character, and within three minutes of its commencement  the  Countess had complete possession of her audience.  Dressed in plain  black  with  a  white  lace  collar  and  sleeves,  totally devoid of any ornament,  quiet,  self-possessed,  and  lady-like  in manner, Lola Montez is an exceedingly  attractive  person  to  look  at,  and  her  style of speaking adds considerably   to  that  attraction.   Her  voice  is  clear  and  silvery,  her enunciation   remarkable   for   its   distinctness  and  the  accuracy  of  its inflections.   She uses scarcely any gesticulation, but depends entirely for the effect  produced upon the force and emphasis of her elocution, the matter of her lecture,  and  the  varied and appropriate expressions of feeling which light up her   countenance.    The   lecture  is  characterized  throughout  by  feminine discrimination  of  character.  There is no mistaking the fact that the pictures are  drawn  by a female artist, and by a remarkably clever one, too.  None but a woman  could  fasten  so  instinctively  upon  those  apparently  small  but  in themselves  essential  points  of  character  which in the aggragate exercise so much  influence  over  domestic  and  national  life;  and although we have been reading  about  Americans,  and  meeting  them for many years, it appeared to us that  we never before got so close and distinct a view of the national character in  its  varied  phases as last night.  In different sections Madame treated the difference  between Americans and the English; how the Americans and the English laugh  at each other; in what manner Americans are most unlike Englishmen; speed of  everything  in  America;  how public opinion may be the greatest of tyrants; and  social  and fashionable life in America.  The universal activity, push, and "go-aheadativeness"   of  the  whole  people  under  the  influence  of  intense competition  and  the  total  absense  of  any obstruction to free action in the shape  of  privileged  classes  or exclusive institutions, was well and forcibly brought  out.   The proneness of the American to set up and worship as idols one day  men  who  they  condemn  to  obscurity  or  worse the next was shown in the treatment  of  Kossuth  and  Cyrus  Field.  The facility with which men transfer themselves  from  one  walk  of  life  when  unsuccessful in it to another - the rapidity  with  which  fortunes are won and lost - the vast variety of sects and the  absence  of true religion - the universality and all-embracing influence of the  newspaper  press  -  and  the  peculiar  characteristics  of  social  life, especially  in  regard  to  the  position  and  treatment  of  women,  were  all successively  touched  upon, and illustrated in a very vivid and graphic manner.  Madame  Lola  Montez  sees  in  the American people the materials of a great new nationality  -  at  present the giant is yet in his teens - and she notes with a keen  glance  all his gauceries, defects, and eccentricities.  But when his wild oats  are  sown,  and  age  sobers down the great offspring of England, the true identity  of  language, literature, and institutions, which bind the two nations together,  will,  in her opinion, make them the nearest and truest allies in the world,  and  the  best  and  noblest  guardians  of  the  liberty, progress, and civilization  of the world.  The conclusion of the lecture was hailed with great applause,  and  the Countess was unanimously recalled with enthusiastic plaudits to bow her thanks.

Source?????  page 2.4

8  April:  Last evening Madame Lola Montez made her debut as a lecturer before a London  audience,  at  St.James  Hall,  the  subject being "English and American Character."   Englishmen's  horror  of spitoons, gullability and excitability of Americans  -  their  "galvanic  delight" in the Atlantic cable, Jonathan's moral courage..........highly  amusing  her  audience  by a general description of the American  ladies,  of  their beauty, and of their amusements.  Altogether we may pronounce  the  success  of  Lola Montez last evening as very decided, and augur from  it  a  long  continuance  of  her  amusing  and instructive lectures.  The noteriety  which  the  lady  has  obtained  in the old and new worlds, of course contributed to interest in the lecture.

Kossuth and Bernstorff were both in London in April 59

The Globe (London)   Page 3.5

8  April:  Lola  Montez:  Having  for some time been engaged in lecturing to the Americans,  the  "Countess  of  Landsfelt"  has  now set up her tent in St James Hall,  for  the  purpose  of lecturing on them.  The suject of the lecture is of comparatively  minor  importance, as probably four out of five of the people who last  night filled the large hall came for the purpose of seeing and not hearing the  renouned  lady.   The  lecture,  or  at  least the greater part, is however highly  amusing  for  its own sake.  There is a sort of comparison drawn between "John  Bull"  and  "Brother  Jonathan,"  in the conventional style, and which it perhaps  may  be  in  better  taste  to  omit;  but in speaking of the Americans themselves,  Madame  Montez  has  abundance  of  amusing anecdotes, and adopts a sketchy,  graphic  way  of describing them that is very agreeable.  The American ladies  are,  as  usual,  praised for their beauty in an ambiguous way, implying that  there  is  little  else  to  be  said for them, and the skillful flatterer highly  gratified  her  audience  by  allusions to their more sterling worth.  A disquisition  on American politics, which concludes the lecture, would certainly be better away.

The Atheneum (London) #1641  9 April 1859  p489

     Madame  Lola  Montez (Countess of Landsfeld) appeared on Thursday night, at St  James  Hall,  as  a  lecturer  on  English  and American character.  A large audience  welcomed her to London, and appeared to be highly amused by her rapid, sketchy  and  whimsical  presentation  of her subject.  The lecture is announced for repetition.

Morning Star (London)  Page 5.6

9  April:  Last  evening  Mme Lola Montez delivered her second lecture in London before  a  large and apparently deeply interested audience.  Her subject on this occasion  was  "Europeans in the New World," on the importance of the emigration (sic)  question  as  affecting the United States.  The reception accorded to the fair  speaker was, as on the previous evening, cordial in the extreme; while the favorable  impression  produced  by her strikingly charming countenance, and the correct  taste of her apparel, was very speedily confirmed by the singular clear and  harmonious  tones  in  which  she  proceeded  to deliver her remarks on the subject  with  which  she  had  to  deal.  The lecture commenced with a forcible exposition  of  the laws which govern emmigration; the peculiar advantages which the  American  continent,  from the enormous extent of its unoccupied acres, and the  varieties of its soil and climate, offers to the hardy foreigner; and hence the  rapidly  increasing  power,  politically  and  socially,  of  that class of American  citizens  who  were  born  in  the  old  world  and still retain their European   opinions,   habits,  and  sympathies.   Thence  passing  to  American government  and  institutions,  Mme  Montez  presented  a decidedly unflattering picture  of  Republicanism  as at present exhibited in the United States; gave a terse  and  lucid  explanation  of  the use and component elements of "Vigilance Committees"  as  they  exist  in Kansas and elsewhere, and arguing from examples afforded  in the history of past governments, drew the inference that democratic institutions  in  America  have  already seen their fairest and most flourishing days.   The  concluding  portion  of the address presented a lively, if not new, portrait  of  Republican  aristocracy based upon the "almighty dollar," combined with  some  some  advice  to those who contemplate seeking their fortunes beyond the  Atlantic,  and  wound  up  with  one  or  two anecdotes illustrative of the distinction  to  which  Irish  emigrants, aided by perseverence and their native wit,  have attained among the inhabitants of the go-ahead land of the West.  The lecture  was  frequently  applauded  during  its  progress, and appeared to give unanimous satisfaction.

The Leader (London)  No. 472 Page 470.3

9  April:   Lectures  by  Mme Lola Montez: This celebrated lady, noted alike for her  personal as for her political powers, has arrived in London after lecturing in  Dublin  and  elsewhere  on  the  characteristics  of  the  Americans and the English,  and  gave  the first of a series of four lectures, at St James Hall on Thursday  evening.   We  need hardly say that, though now styling herself as Mme Lola  Montez,  she  is  Countess  of  Landsfeld,  and that her quiet manners and appearance  correspond to her rank.  Her figure is slender and graceful, and her features  are small, delicate, and feminine.  Her eyes are remarkably brilliant, and  the expression of her mouth, though it betokens energy of character, is not deficient  either  in  suavity  or refinement.  She has a sweet, flexible voice, which  she  manages  with  great  discretion,  and  her delivery is graceful and impressive.    There   is  considerable  cleverness  in  her  lecture;  and  she manifested  a  woman's  accumen in the detection of character by the observation of  numerous small characteristics.  Though severe on the manners and principles now  in  vogue in the United States, she yet sees in the people the germs of the mightiest  of  nations,  when they have passed out of their present gawky state, which  may be compared to the transitional condition of boyhood to manhood.  the lecture  was  listened  to with marked attention; the applause at the conclusion was  hearty and universal; and Mme Montez was recalled to receive a second round of approbation.

The Era (London) 10 April 1859 12.4

Lola  Montez  in  London:  Following  closely on the heels of Mr. Barnum, who so recently  discoursed  most eloquent logic on the attractive themes of Humbug and Making  Money,  Madame  Lola  Montez  parenthetically  putting  forward her more aristocratic  title  of Countess of Landsfeld, commenced on Thursday evening the first  of  a  series of lectues at the St. James Hall.  The remarkable career of this  world-wide known lady, who, since her first metropolitan appearance at Her Majesty's  Theatre in 1843, has passed through a series of adventures that would suffice   to  set  up  even  the  hundred-handed  Alexandre  Dumas  in  material for  another  circulating  library  of  novels, would suffice to account for any amount  of  curiousity  that  might  be  manifested  to  obtain  a glimpse of so wonderful  a  woman.  From time to time these pages have recorded her appearance as  a  public  character  in  some quarter of the globe, and within the last few years   our   correspondents   have   furnished  us  with  intelligence  of  her professional  progress  through  Australia, California, and America.  Revisiting this  country she has first felt her footing as a lecturer in the provinces with what   success  the  attentive  readers  of  those  columns  weekly  devoted  to provincial  amusements  will be well aware, and now venturing upon the ordeal of a  London  audience, she has boldly added her name to the list of those who have sought  single-handed  to  engage  their  attention.   If any among the full and fashionable  auditory  that attended her first appearance fancied, with a lively recollection  of  certain  scandalous chronicles in the newspapers touching upon her  antecedents,  that  they were about to behold a formidable-looking woman of Amazonian  audacity, and palpably strong-wristed as well as strong-minded, their disappointment  must  have  been  grievous.  Greater if they had anticipated the legendary  bull  dog at her side, the traditional pistols in her girdle, and the horsewhip  in  her  hand.   The  Lola  Montez who made a graceful and impressive obeissance  to those who gave her on Thursday night so cordial and encouraging a reception,  appeared  simply  as a good-looking lady, in the bloom of womanhood, attired  in  a  plain  black dress, with easy, unrestrained manners and speaking earnestly  and  distinctly,  with  the  slightest touch of a foreign accent that might  belong  to  any language from Irish to Bavarian.  The subject selected by the  fair  lecturer was the distinctions between English and American character, which  she  proceeded  to  demonstrate  by  a  discourse that must be pronounced decidedly  didactic  rather  than  diverting.   With most of the characteristics mentioned  as illustrative of the peculiarities of each country, we must presume the  majority  of her hearers had, in the course of their reading or experience, become   already  acquainted.   That  America  looked  to  the  future  for  her greatness,  England  to her past; that Americans believe in the existence of the spitoon  as  a  valuable institution and speed as the great condition of success in  all  things,  it hardly needed a Lola Montez to come from the west to inform us.   The excitable temperment of our transatlantic brethren, their readiness to raise  idols  and  demolish  them,  the  great  liberty  of  opinion  that there prevails,  and  the  little  toleration that exists for its expression, were the leading  points  of  a  lecture  that lasted for one hour and a quarter, blended with  a  closing  compliment ot the American ladies, a tributary acknowledgement of  the  virtues  of our own, and digression into the state of American politics with  everything,  from  the  earliest messate of President Buchanan to the last Mexican  war.   There  was no attempt to weave into the subject a few threads of personal  interest,  no  mention of any incident that had happened to herself in any  part  of  the American continent and no anecdote remiscence that might have enlivened  the  disseration in any way.  The lecture might have been a newspaper article,  the first chapter of a book of travels, or the speech of a long-winded American  ambassador after a Mansion House dinner.  All was exceedingly decorous and  diplomatic,  slightly  gilded here and there with one of those common-place laudations  that  never fail to stir the sympathies of a British public into the utterance  of patriotic plaudits.  A more inoffensive entertainment could hardly be  imagined,  and  when  the  six  sections into which the lady had divided her discourse  were  exhausted, and her final bow elicited a renewal of the applause which  had  accompanied  her  entrance,  the  impression  left  on the departing visitors  must  have  been  that of having spent an hour in company with a well-informed  lady  who had gone to America, had seen much to admire in the country, and  coming  back  had  had,  over  the  tea-table,  the  talk of the evening to herself.   Whatever  the  future  disquisitions of the Countess of Landsfeld may be,  there  may be little doubt, nevertheless, that many wil go to hear them for the sake of the peculiar celebrity of the lecturer.

Sunday Times (London), 10 April 59, page 3.6

     Mme.  LM  gave  a  lively,  sketchy,  and  yet  very  thoughtful lecture on Europeans  in  America  on  Friday  evening at St. James Hall.  Her lectures bid fair to become a great fact of the season.

Tale of Two Cities being published.

Morning Star (London) Page 5.5

15  April: Mme Lola Montez - This lady delivered a lecture on the "Comic Aspects of  Fashion,"  in  St  James  Hall  last  night.   Despite the inclemency of the weather  there  was  a  very  numerous  attendance.   Her  last  lecture will be delivered tonight.

Morning Star (London)  page 5.3

16  April:  Mme  Lola  Montez delivered her concluding lecture Saturday night at St.  James Hall.  The subject was "Strong Minded Women," and it was handled in a style  which  must  have  put  some of the strong-minded gentlemen to the blush.  The  claims  of  the  female  portion of the community were well put forward and were  warmly  applauded.   Mme Lola Montez evidently understands the sterner sex and knows how to show them up.

Lloyd's Weekly London Newspaper  Page 8.3

17  April:  Lola  Montez:  The  present  rage for monologues, as in rivalry with theatrical  representations,  is  at its highest - unless we anticipate a period when  every  performer  of  any  mark  has a theatre to himself - and plays have altogether  given way to entertainments.   The lecture proper is scarcely in the same  prosperous  condition  that  it  was  years  ago,  save when some literary celebrity  mounts  the  rostrum.  Noble lords, with a turn for science and belle lettres,  are  not  so  active in their patronage of the working classes in this particular.   Cheap  newspapers  and periodicals carry knowledge on almost every subject  to every door with such ease and rapidity that oral teaching loses much of  its  importance.   But  when  there  is  anything  novel or striking about a subject,  or  its  author,  the  audiences,  large  and  plauditory,  are easily forthcoming.   Hence,  on  Thursday  evening, at St James Hall, "a numerous and fashionable"   assembly  were  gathered  together.   Indeed,  how  could  it  be otherwise?   There  is  no  lady  living  who  has  succeeded  in attracting the attention  of the Old World and the New with equal success.   The eccentricities of  Lola  Montez  have  filled  many  a newspaper paragraph; and, in a dearth of news,   especially   among  our  transatlantic  friends,  where  many  a  quaint proceeding  and questionable adventure have, we think, been attributed to her on a  very  slender  basis  of  fact.   If  she  had  professed to lecture on moral philosophy  -  or any other ology or atomy - the hall would equally have filled.  The  fashionable crowd had, in all probability, expectations of a beautiful lady dressed  in  some outrageously fantastic style, her pistol, dagger, mastiff, and horsewhip  at  her side, saying outrageously original things.  If so, such hopes were  doomed to bve disappointed.  She is charmingly feminine, her elocution and attitudes  those  of  a  well-bred  lady.  Her black velvet is bewitching in its pleasant  contrast  to the crimson draperies of her reading desk.  We could have listened  to  any  sermon  from  such  a  pleasant  preacher: - had she attacked orthodoxy,  we would have been tolerant and philosophical - had she assailed our institutions,  we  would  not  have  claimed  the  right of reply!  The lecture, however,  was neither heterodox or revolutionary; but a lively sketch of English and  American  character,  with remarks sufficiently piquant to attract frequent applause.   We  may  next week have something on the matter of the lectures, for which we have at present no space.

The Era (London) 17 April 1859 14.4  Town Edition

     On  Friday  evening  St.James  Hall  was filled with an audience about one-tenth  of whom were females, to hear Mme Lola Montez's "positively last" lecture in  England.   It  was on "Strong-Minded Women."  She had some severe remarks to make  upon  the  Women's Rights Convention of America, maintaining that the true rights  of  women were not to be thus gained, but by earnestly self-denying work in  a  less  ostentatious way.  She then referred to the numerous examples which history  shows us where a woman has performed noble deeds of heroism beyound the prowess  of  man.   Then,  entering  the  fields  of science and literature, she showed  how  women  had  triumphed  there,  and also in the more subtle paths of diplomacy.

     This  portion  of  the  lecture  contained  many  good features, and it was frequently  broken  by  applause.   But  the  lecture  throughout  was marred by exaggeration   and   one-sidedness.   Women  were  spoken  of  in  extravagantly favourable  terms,  and  men  were  derided in equally strong language.  Not one word  could  be spared in favour of the masculine gender, although no praise was too  high  for  the funnier(?).  Mme Montez is by no means of the opinion of the Latin   Grammar  pedagogues,  that  "the  masculine  is  more  worthy  than  the feminine",  etc.   But  the  Latin  Grammar, we should say, never came under her notice,  judging  from  a  false  quantity  which would have given Dr.Arnold the toothache,  and  from  the phrases "potential power" and "a potent power" which, however  characteristic of the fair lecturer's style, are scarcely in accordance with ordinary notions of good writing.

London Illustrated News, page ???

23 April: LM's success is due to Heman Burr of New York

British Spiritual Telegraph (London)  No.11, Vol III  page 252

1  May: The Countess of Landsfeld too, who is now lecturing with such success in London,  whilst  in  America,  made  careful  inquiry  into  the  whole range of Spiritual  phenomena,  and  having  satisfied  herself of their reality, had the honesty  and strong sense to avow her convictions.  She delivered several public lectures  on  Spiritualism,  giving  the  proceeds  to  charitable purposes, and shewing  those  generous  sympathies,  which  have  never  been  strange to her.  Whilst  in  America, she was engaged to be married to a gentleman there, who was unfortunately  killed,  and  it  was found that he had left her the whole of his fortune,  amounting  to  L20,000.  She refused to receive any of it, and gave it up  to  her  lover's relations; a noble spiritual act, which may well be counted in  estimating  her character, and contrasts with doings of others who have more pretentions

Era (London) 5 June 1859, page 1:1

St. James Hall, Regent St. & Piccadilly

Madame  Lola  Montez (Countess of Landsfeld) will deliver on Friday evening June 10th  for  the first time, her interesting lecture on slavery in America, giving a  faithful  account  of  the real condition of the Slaves in the United States, drawn   from   many   years  of  personal  observation;  and  from  an  intimate acquaintance with Life on the Plantations.On  Wednesday  June  15  will  be repeated the very interesting Lecture entitled Strong-Minded  Women, giving an amusing account of the 'Women's Rights' Movement in  America  (...)  All  communications address "Agent," Madame Lola Montez, St. James Hall.

Harvard Theatre Collection, LM lecture manuscripts

Notes on untitled lecture [“Slavery in America”] in Volume III of Lola Montez manuscript lectures in the Harvard Theatre Collection, all in LM’s handwriting

[Lecture begins with many jokes and statistics about the USA.]...there is greater probability that the general government will be changed to some liberal form of Monarchy rather than that the present Union will break into separate governments.  In the first place, a profound and almost sacred love of the Union is one of the most noticeable characteristics I have seen in all my travels in that country....And I think from what I have observed that the whole nation would rather give up the ghost easier than it would give up the Union....It is the funniest thing for a stranger to observe how the fire-eaters of the South and the abolitionists of the North run a race with each other to see who shall most glorify the Union at every presidential election, and this will show how deep and invincible the love of the Union is among the masses of the people....The only portion of the free States, New England, where prejudice against slavery can ever go so far as to allow the proposition of dissolution to be seriously maintained, would be the greatest loser by the event....And that decides the matter.  With the Yankees everything is finally a pocket question....The South can do without New England a great deal better than vice versa....Let the Union be severed, and let the South turn her attention tot he manufactory of her own cotton, and bankruptcy and ruin would rush through all the flourishing and happy towns of New England.  Whatever the evil might be to the South, it would be but a temporary embarrassment compared to the perpetual injury it would inflict upon the North....Such is the variety of soil and climates in the South, that no one staple can be regarded as essential to its permanent prosperity or wealth.  For instance, the Southern portions of America might easily become the greatest wine producing country on the globe, and there is no staple product that it cannot produce in greater quantities and a cheaper prices than any other part of the world can furnish them....If the South severs, New England will suffer, England won’t get as much raw materials, etc....Slaves will be kept as long as it is profitable....You must not forget that the abolition philanthropy has never yet driven slavery from one inch of ground in the United States.  It was avarice and not philanthropy which drove it out of New England and the middle States.  It had to fade away before the competition of free labor and the necessities created by commerce and machinery; and by no other causes can it ever be routed from where it now is.  I cannot doubt that the agitation which has been made on the subject, and in aid of which England has generously supplied some funds, has both hurt the condition of the slave, and postponed the, at best, remote day of the slave’s redemption....slaves do nothing to free selves....more concern with conditions of labor....abolitionist movement has become gradually discredited as an anarchist movement....


England should back off...half of people in US think England is meddling with domestic affairs....may think England is promoting slave revolts....


Nations like men are always nervous on the subject of their vices.  You must not tread upon their tender places.  You must not make too free with their crimes.  They will sooner forgive a thousand wrongs in you, than they will pardon you for having found out one vice in them.  Beyond a small class of Abolitionists, you are hardly allowed the privilege of thinking against slavery in America.  On this forbidden subject, the Slavery is quite as much upon the thought and speech of the whole, as it is upon the necks of the blacks.  There are thousands of Christians and conscientious people in the Slave States whose secret hearts rebel against the enormity of the national sin, but there is the terror of Lynch Law, more dreadful than the code of Draco, which seals their lips in perpetual silence.  But the justice of Heaven will not slumber for ever -- The time will come when America will have redeemed herself from the sin that cries perpetually to God against her; and when her national flag shall flutter in the breezes of heaven as free and as proud an ensign of universal liberty as the banners that wave from the mast heads of the Ships of Free England.

Era (London)  Page 1.1

12  June:  Advt. for LM lecture of 15 June at 8:30, positively last lecture.  St James  Hall,  Stong-Minded  Women  with  amusing  account of the "Women's Rights Movement in America"

U of Texas, lithographic copy? of MS letter from LM to unknown author

                             Monday 13th (June 1859)

                             26 Park Lane West  Piccadilly

Dear Sir

     Would  you do me the pleasure of calling on me either Tuesday or Wednesday. I  am  at home all the day and shall be most happy to see you.  I have read your interesting  book.  -  I do admire anyone who impressed with a truth is ready to come  before  the world to declare it, asserting that which makes men and women. Individuality - for which I will conquer or die.

                       Believe me dear sir

                       Yours sincerely

                                   Lola Montez

U of Texas, Playbill

St.James Hall

Madame

Lola Montez

(Countess of Landsfeld)

Begs to announce positively her

Last Lecture in London

Prior to her departure for the Provinces on

Wednesday, June 15, 1859;

On which occasion she will deliver her historical and very interesting lecture entitled

Strong-Minded Women

of different Ages of the World

And will also give an amusing Account of the

Women's Rights Movement in America

The Leader (London)  Page 743.3

18  June:  Lola Montez has delivered her last lecture in London, previous to her departure  for the provinces.  It was entitled "Strong Minded Women of Different Ages  of the World," and she also gave an amusing account of the "Women's rights movements in America."

Era (London)  Page 11.1

19  June: Lola Montez at St. James Hall: On Wednesday evening this extraordinary woman  delivered  the  last  lecture in London previous to her departure for the provinces.   It  was  entitled  "Strong-Minded  Women  of  Different Ages of the World,"  and she also gave an amusing account of the "Women's Rights Movement in America."   The hall in which the lecture was delivered was well filled in every part  with  a  fashionable  audience,  there  being scarcely a vacant seat to be seen.   At  the  conclusion  of  the  lecture  the  audience arose en masse, and continued  cheering  and  waving  their  hats  until long after she had retired.  When  the  applause  had  somewhat  subsided,  Mme. Lola Montez came forward and said:  "Ladies  and  Gentlemen, in taking leave of you, previous to going to the provinces,  I  beg  to  thank  you all, and the Press, and all the brave-hearted Englishmen,  for  the  kindness  with  which  they have received me, and it will afford  me the greatest happiness if my humble efforts to please you for an hour have  been  successful.   I  once  more  thank  you, and I hope, at some distant period,  I  may  be  allowed to lecture before you on Bavaria and Hungary."  The lecturer then retired, amid enthusiastic cheering.St James Hall had an organ and side balconies.

NY Post, page 2.2

1 July: Last of de Riviere

Courrier des Etats Unis (NYC), page 2.1-2

2  July:  De  Riviere's effects were sold by the Sheriff of Jersey City.  He has gone to fight in the war in Italy.

July 17 was very hot,some cases of sunstroke.

Courrier des Etats Unis, page 2.1

19 October: LM arrived in NYC yesterday under the name Mistress Heald.

NY Tribune, 19 Oct 59, page 7.1

     LM arrived on Hammonia as Mrs. Held

Frank Leslie's Weekly Newspaper (New York), 5 November 59, page 361.1

     LM  is  living  uptown  quietly und the name Mrs. Heald; she has joined the New Connection Methodists, straightest of the dissenters

NY Tribune, 21 November 59, page 5.5

     The  NY correspondent of the Philadelphia Press says that LM is living very quietly  up  town  and doesn't have much to do with the world's people.  Some of her  old friends, the Bohemians, now and then drop in to have a little chat with her,  and  though she talks beautifully of her present feelings and way of life, she  generally,  by  way  of parenthesis, takes out her little tobacco pouch and makes  a  cigarette  or  two  for  self and friend, and then falls back upon old times  with  decided  gusto and effect.  But she doesn't tell anybody what she's going to do.

NY Tribune, 12 December 59, page 1.1

     First advertisement for Lecture in Mozart Hall.

Page 7.3
     "in  the  hands  of  one  who  has  been  a  keen observer, and is always a profound  narrator,  cannot fail to be full of attraction.  Curiosity to see and hear the speaker will, of itself, be likely to fill the hall."

NY Post, page 2.3

15 December: LM to lecture

Playbill, NYPL Lincoln Center

15 December: John Bull at Home, Mozart Hall, 663 Broadway

1.  Comic  side  of  the English Character, 2.English and American Character, 3. Real  origin  of national roguery, 4. English Philanthropy Unmasked, 5.A Peep at English Gallantries

Harvard Theatre Collection, LM lecture manuscripts

Notes made from Volume I, lecture “On England:” [This is clearly the lecture LM first delivered in Mozart Hall, NYC, on 15 December 1859, and on her lecture tour in 1860 under the title “John Bull at Home.”  The manuscript is entirely in her handwriting.]


I hope I shall not be accused of abusing the English in what I have to say of them in this lecture; for abuse is no part of my design.  I wish to speak of them without flattery or prejudice & as they appear to me since I have resided in America.....spittoons in America....US & British character are basically alike and one must look for eccentricities to emphasize....My love of traveling has led me to an acquaintance with almost every nook and corner of the habitable globe, and yet in looking back upon that experience, I am unable to call to mind any real national differences which do no chime with that Scriptural declaration that the Supreme “hath made of one blood all nations of men.”  The general  characteristics of human beings are the same everywhere.  Their passions may differ in degree, but they are of kindred quality....it is not political structure that affects national character but the struggle for liberty....busy, active, enterprising nature marks both the US and England....England can no longer be said to be on the rise....in no country do so many people live by their wits as in England, and knavery is a natural consequence thereof....there are few idlers in England, everyone is going somewhere, there’s a business and professional air....the Yankee character is not original but derives from the English....the American is less stiff but basically the same....The blending of the great multiplicity of nationalities in this country must eventually work out a new and general nationality, which for originality & power will excel all that history has ever known of a distinctly great nationality, but that is a work of time to do.  At present the different sections of this country bear distinctly the national marks of the people which originally settled them....The British character itself is a mixture of Britons, Romans, Scots, Danes....this driving, swelling, pompous, meddling, fearless, working, trading, bigoted, self-opinionated character -- An Englishman.


It is remarkable that England, with so few products is the commercial giant, but it is so bustling in commerce, equaled only by New England.  The way in which the New Englanders wrested their lands from the possession of the aborigines was so entirely English that we cannot cease to laugh at it, although our hearts are grieved at its cruelty.  Their English sense of justice must of course have some valid excuse for exterminating the Indians and seizing their lands, so I have heard that they met in solemn convention and accompanied the whole thing by resolutions, in something like the following fashion -- “Resolved -- that this land is the Lord’s.  Resolved -- that we are the Lord’s people.  And therefore, this land belongs to us!”  And they took it.  Nothing could have been more English than that....English should not meddle in US abolitionism when England profits by the most obnoxious and cowardly species of slavery, coolyism, and has enriched itself through years of unexampled atrocities upon the natives of India, where robbery and slavery are too mild terms to express the horrors of English rule.  The noble Duchess of Sutherland will throw open her doors to any type of philanthropic adventurers and lend her patronage and I do endorse her there to any suffering Negro who happens to be brought to her view -- but on the other hand the noble Duchess has not so much as a penny or prayer or tear for the millions which her own nation has robbed and enslaved and crushed into irreparable misery.  In the lecture which I delivered in London on Slavery in the United States, I took occasion to intimate almost as much as this, which I felt constrained to do --though mark that I declare that the Soul of the Negro I love, for Soul has no color but what I said I said for the truth’s sake without prejudice or bias whatsoever of the opinions of the world, even while knowing I must bring upon myself the disapprobation -- I may as well say hatred -- of a powerful class of English, who have not ever visited the South themselves but have seen all things relating to this unhappy question through the spectacles of those whose feelings though honest have been through excitement extremely exaggerated in some instances.  But I have a constitution of love of the rule which prescribes that everybody and every nation shall mind his own business, and let the affairs of other people alone, that if I lost my neck in England I would have enjoyed the exquisite pleasure so dear to every woman of speaking my mind on the subject...quackery....observation has shown me that almost everywhere money is a might inspirer of affection....Alas, alas that feeling so sacred too often misnamed love, seems to make about the same proportions of villains and fools all over the world....at Bath and Cheltenham...sick, rich East Indian types....families bring their daughters....John Bull at home in England and Jonathan at home in New England are the same sort of beings variously modified by local habitudes and institutions.


Women’s rights movement began in England more than fifty years ago....1809 book -- All that I have seen or heard in my time of this woman’s rights controversy does not intellectually amount to so much as Lady Mary Wortly Montague said in England before these convention were born.  She was a genuine original bas bleu who took society by the nose and boxed its ears to some effect, not by boisterously trying to imitate the follies of men, in wrangling in public meetings about a great deal of abstract and nonsensical impossibilities, but by standing bravely up in her own sharp individuality and uttering her revolutionary and original ideas in words as hard as brick bats....The stories about the want of intelligence among the masses of Great Britain are just as void of truth as the tear-starting stories which are told there about slavery in this country -- on both sides these forlorn stories are the reports of either prejudiced or incompetent observers.  [Some additional pages have been sewn in at the end of the lecture.]

Outlines  of  Men,  Women,  and  Things by Mary Clemmer Ames; New York, Hurd and 

Houghton, 1873  Pages 124-126

     Lola  Montez  delivered her first lecture after her last return from Europe in  Mozart  Hall, New York City.  Whether the story of Lola's conversion brought them  together  to  see  the "change," or if it were simply the magnetism of the brilliant  and  naughty  countess  herself.   I'm  sure I don't know, but a more refined   and   intelligent-looking   audience   seldom  greets  a  metropolitan lecturer.   Lola  appeared,  looking  as radiant as her beautiful portrait, hung out  on  Broadway,  and  quite  as  young.  Those who expected to behold a passe woman,  whom they had heard of ever since they were babies, a nevous skeleton of buried  charms,  were  astonished  to  see  her, on the brilliant rostrum of the Mozart   Hall,  looking  not  a  day  more  than  twenty-five.   This  wonderful preservation  of  youth  may  be attributed to a young, elastic heart, which, in spite  of  time, the tear of travel, and a thousand tornadoes of passion, revels in  a  perpetual  spring;  but  quite  as  likely owed some of its perfection to sundry  pastes  and powders, the famous receipts of which Lola published for the benefit  of the whole civilized feminine world.  The lithe grace of her form was displayed  to  advantage  inits  voluminous  garb of black velvet; a lace collar encircled   the   throat;  cobweb  laces  fell  over  the  arms,  and  a  pocket handkerchief  of the same fascinating fabric, floated in one delicate hand.  She wore  no  jewelry  not  even a breastpin or ring, - a bouquet of natural flowers being  her only ornament.  In an aesthetic point of view, it was worth more than the  admittance  fee simply to look at so complete a specimen of nature and art, without  once  thinking  that  you  saw  in  her the beautiful woman of the 19th century,  whose  name  in  coming  history  (whether justly or unjustly) will be coupled  with  those  of  Pompador, De Maintenon and others of their class.  But when  the  great  blue eyes grew scintillant with smiles, and the electric voice in  most exquisite intonations vibrated through the great hall in these words, - "I  hope  none  of you will accuse me of abusing the English," every reputed sin of  the  speaker  was forgotten, and the audience, unconsciously, yet perfectly, seemed  to  pass within the sphere of her control.  Not an element of popularity was  wanting  in  this lecture.  Wit, satire, sarcasm double-edged, yet sheathed in  smiles; history, politics, religion; quotations from Scripture; anecdotes of society, all followed each other in brilliant succession.

     She  mixed  with  her  careless  gossip  a  strange  quantity  of sagacious thought,  and  of  earnest,  humane reflection.  Rarely a man, and very rarely a woman,  holds  so  complete  a  control over the modulations of her voice as did Lola.   Ever  changing,  its  intonations  were  perfect  and sweet as they were infinite.   In her physique; in the perfect abandon of her manner; in her voice, were  hidden  the  secrets  of  her  power.   The rest was centered in her head, rather  than  in  her  heart.   She had a most subtle perception of character, a crystal  intellect,  and  any  quantity  of sang froid.  The delicate skill with which  she played upon that harp of many strings, a popular audience, proved her to  be  the natural diplomat.  She carried the audience with her completely; and when  at last the velvet robe, the laces, the bouquet of flowers, and the rarely radiant  face  made  their curtsying exit, it was amid the most enthusiastic and deafening applause.

NY Post, 16 December 1859, page 3.7
LM lectured at Mozart Hall last night to about 3,000 persons on “John Bull at Home.”  Her pictures of English life were humorous, and she was repeatedly applauded.

