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CHRONOLOGICAL DOCUMENTATION FOR 1855

Copyright Bruce Seymour

BSB LA 39 Wendlend to Ludwig

28 February: Clipping from NYC paper about LM in Grass Valley - Good clipping from unknown paper; has a review of book by Barnum above it.

Democratic State Journal (Sacto), 24 May 55, page 2.3

     LM arrived from SF yesterday en route to GV; she will be back to SF in a week or ten days, then after a limited engagement at the Metropolitan she will depart for Australia and the East Indies.

Democratic State Journal (Sacto), 25 May 55

     Charles Warwick was working in Sacto as a stage manager.

Placer Times and Transcript (SF), late May

     Edwin Booth playing Armand in "Camille"

California Chronicle (SF), 29 May 55, page 2.4

     Report in the NY Times says LM is going to the opening of the Great Exposition and appear with her "Residence in America," a sort of Trollopian diary.  Illustrated London News of 7 April says she is going to Paris with her husband.

California Chronicle (SF), 30 May 55, page 2.1

     Folland gives report to paper -- LM and company are going to Austalia, Hong Kong, and Calcutta for 12 months, no doubt a lucrative speculation.  Perhaps she will perform one night in SF before her departure.  Who knows?  Folland, who appears to have been made very unhappy at the idle gossip of the London News and the New York Times, may ere long enlighten the public on this interesting subject.

Placer Times and Transcript (SF), 1 June 55, page 2.1

     Miss Josephine Fiddes is unrivaled in eccentric comedy.

Golden Era (SF), 3 June 55, page 2.4

     Mme LM takes her departure for Australia on the Fanny Major to sail in the course of a week.  It is her intention to visit also Hong Kong, Calcutta, and other points in the East.  She has engaged a troupe of performers to accompany her, comprising Mrs and the Misses Fiddes, Mr. Simmonds, and Mr. Folland, which with her agent, Mr. Jones, and two attendants, constitutes a party of nine; no small undertaking for one of less resolution than the interesting Countess of Landsfeld.  Madame Lola has made many friends in California.  Grass Valley, which has been her ressidence for the past two years, loses one of its chief distinctions in the public eye.  A kind nature and many courtesies and charities have made her a favorite with those who knew her well enough to reconcile not a few eccentricities and erratic inclinations.  It will be remembered that the first and only engagement played by the Countess in this city was entirely successful and there certainly was within this country an ample fortune within her reach by a continuance of her professional efforts.  Choosing a different course and adapting herself to the circumstances fo a mining life, she has still been fortunate and is numbered among the few who have made money in quartz operations.  She retains her residence in Nevada county, and likewise her interest in the mining business, proposing to return to California at the close of her projected campaign which we will prove both pleasant and prosperous.

California Chronicle (SF), 6 June 55, page 2.2

     Ho for the Great South Land -- the troupe expects to come back to California in about a year.  "Her name, if nothing else, is a tower of strength.  What Grass Valley, and the wretched young bears, and presuming interior editors, will do in her absence, nobody can tell.  Let California, however, be consoled.  LM will return ere long to see her mountain home.  Meanwhile we kindly bid her in the words of Thisbee, "Adoo, adoo, adoo."

Placer Times and Transcript (SF), 6 June 55, page 2.1

     Today the bark Fanny Major sails for Australia.  One of her passengers is LM, C of L -- who has danced upon the boards of SF theaters and played with grizzly bear's cubs at the base of the Sierra Nevada.  We mention merely as an adjunct to the career of this singular woman -- who played her part on the European stage with more than ordinary skill -- who crossed the Atlantic and on that coast was almost as successful as in the land she had left -- who came to California lured or deluded (as might be) by the prospect of a golden harvest -- and who now goes to Australia that she may the further spread her already world wide reputation.  We wish her every success and we believe she deserves it.  She is accompanied by a very respectable troupe, comprising more than ordinary dramatic talent.  Among them are Mr. Folland, Mr. Simmonds, Mrs. Fiddes, Miss J. Fiddes, Miss Fiddes, Mr. Jones, Mr. Daniels, and others, forming a company which cannot but excite a sensation in the sea-girt continent.

Grass Valley Telegraph, 6 June 55,

 quoted at page 147 of Kinyon, Edmund: The Northern Mines; Grass Valley-Nevada City [1949]

     Lola is no ordinary woman.  She is possessed of an original mind, one decidedly intellectual and highly cultivated.  She delights in change and excitement, and is bound to create a sensation wherever she goes.  Her name and fame is world-wide.  That she has her faults, none can deny.  She is far from being a proper exemplar, to be held up as a pattern for others, yet that she has many good qualities and possesses in an eminent degree the generosities and sympathies of her sex, can be well attested by many in Grass Valley who have been the recipiants of her kindness.  We wish her no ill, but trust she may return a better, wiser and happier woman.

Placer Times and Transcript (SF), 7 June 55, page 2.1

     Departure of Lola Montez -- A very large gathering of ladies and gentlemen received the adieus of Madame Lola Montez on her departure yesterday in the Fanny Major for Australia.  The celebrity that has attended this lady since her advent has not wavered, and the "God speeds" that followed her from a large concourse yesterday bespoke a good feeling from a large class of people in the State.  Among them we noticed a number who had left their mining precincts to bid farewell to one who as they felt and had reason to feel was a tried and good friend.  Previous to her departure she presented to Mr. George Winslow a pocketbook embroidered with her own hands.  Success attend her!

California Chronicle (SF), 7 June 55, page 2.3

     A large crowd assembled yesterday afternoon at Cunningham's wharf to see the Fanny Major off.....green parasol.  Cleared wharf at 5:30, several faint attempts were made to get up three cheers for Lola, but except for and occasional enthusiastic yell, the multitude only laughed or remained silent.  The pink ribbons and green parasol of the lady fluttered on deck until the Fanny Major got into the stream, loosed her wings, and sped westward through the Golden Gate.

     All that's bright must fade

     The brightest still's the fleetest.

Pacific Commercial Advertiser, 10 July 56, page 2.1

Fanny Major was a bark

Golden Era (SF), 10 June 55, page 2.5

     LM's troupe included female companion and male attendant; to Australia via Honolulu, Tahiti, and Navigator Islands.  She intends to take Sebastopol, Balaklava, and cities and camps of Crimea, Manila, Hong Kong, Ceylon, Calcutta, the Indian Principalities and Constantinople.     Page 2.4  Story of seeing Lola off...checkered pants...disappearance of Flora.

National Gazette (Nevada City), 11 November 1858

 quoted at pages 147-148 of Kinyon, Edmund: The Northern Mines; Grass Valley-Nevada City [1949]

     Lola Montez -- Madam Lola (as she chose to be called while a resident of this town), although eccentric in some respects, did many acts indicative of a kind and benevolent disposition.  We recall her riding many miles over the hills to carry food and medecine to a poor miner.  More than once she watched all night at the bedside of a child whose mother could not afford to hire a nurse.  Repeated instances of a similar kind are currently known here.

     Some months hence Lola (then living in New York) published a book of lectures which she had delivered in New York.  The newspaper scribblers said they were not original -- that she hired a writer to get them up.  We do not believe a word of it.  We have repeatedly heard Madam Lola converse on European politics, the Jesuits, and other topics touched in her lectures, and we see nothing in the written thoughts superior to her style in conversation.

     In fact, Lola was one of the lions of our town; and visitors from below, clerical as well as lay, while taking a look at our quartz mills, invariably sought an introduction to her, and always returned delighted from an hour's chat at her hospitable cottage.

San Francisco Bulletin 2 Nov 55 2.3

     LM attempted to stab mate of the Fanny Major for kicking her dog.

Sydney Morning Herald  page 5.1

22 August: weather on 16 August: .12 inch rain, strong wind all day, sky darkly clouded, and showery middle part after early part of the night; after midnight the wind shifted southward; temperature  about 60 degrees all day; high water 11:14 and 11:34

Stage manager of Victoria Theatre J. Rayner, Acting Manager J.Crosby, Musical Conductor Winterbottom

Sydney Morning Herald page 4.1

17 August: Advertisement thanking Capt. W.L. Hays of the Fanny Major, and the first mate Bate, 2nd Mate Sampson: signed by Marie de Landsfeld Heald "Lola Montez," Patrick Dolan and lady, Catherine 

Dolan, Harriet Fiddes, Josephine M. Fiddes, Harriet F. Fiddes, B. Napthali, W.H.Drevar, G.W.Daniels, Esther M. Spangenberg, James Simmonds, F.Jones, Charles Eigenschenk, Fred.Folland

Bell's Life in Sydney & Sports Reviewer  Page 2.5

18 August: LM is on her way to the Crimea to act before the troops

Mourot, Suzanne: This was Sydney, A Pictorial History from 1788 to the Present Time, Sydney, 1969

Petty Family Hotel had Indian servants who brought notes on silver trays; Victoria Theatre was on Pitt, on the West side between Market and King Streets; Hyde Park had no trees or grass; there was 

only one daily newspaper

When LM arrived in Sydney, Catherine Hayes was singing Norma at the Prince of Wales Theatre for 10 shillings a seat.

Sydney Morning Herald 

18 August: LM matinee at Victoria

B.Jones played Newsbaumer in LM in B; Folland played von Poppenheim, Miss Josephine Fiddes was Princess Vichillini

History of Nevada County

September 13, 1855: most of Grass Valley destroyed by fire.

Archives of New South Wales (ANSW), Sydney

Process Book 5/4563

Action 2168

Benjamin Napthala Jones vs Lola Montez

Summons issued 8 September

Returnable in 8 days

Above 20

Appearance 15 September

Robert Johnson, attorney for Plaintiff

Action 2168

Benjamin Napthala Jones v Lola Montez

Ca Re issued 8 September

Returnable in 8 days

Bail L100

Appearance 15 September

Action 2169

Harriett Catherine Fiddes v Lola Montez

Summons issued 8 September

Returnable in 8 days (no bail demanded, no ca re)

Above 30

Appearance 15 September

B.C.Rudd for Plaintiff

Action 2172

Fredenburgh Jones v Lola Montez (otherwise identical to Action 2169)

Action 2172 (has cross-outs and changes)

Fredenburgh Jones v Lola Montez

Ca Re issued 8 September

Returnable 17 September

Bail L500

B.C. Rudd

Action 2171

James Simmonds v same

Summons issued 8 September

Returnable 8 days

Above 30

Ca Re  8 September

Returnable 17 September

Bail L1000

B.C.Rudd - Mare de Landsfeldt Heald, sued as Lola Montez, appeared 15 September

Action 2170

George Daniels v same

same as above, except bail L500

---------------Total bail, L2100

No 2168 (Cover sheet)

In Supreme Court of New South Wales

Jones v. Heald

Marie de Landsfeldt Heald at Messrs Levy & Michael, 219 George Street

(Side 2)

Benjamin Napthali Jones

Marie de Landsfeldt Heald sued as Lola Montez

Marie de Landsfeldt Heald of 219 George St, Sydney, the defendant in person appears for herself  Entered 15 Sept 55

Johnson & Johnson, atty for plaintiff

Writ of Summons over L30, 8 days, 8 Sept

Writ of Capias ad Respondendum L100   8 September

Both writs signed 8 September by Colin MacKenzie, Clerk

by Robert Johnsn, 59 Pitt Street

Exhibit A

Articles of Agreement between Madame Lola Montez and B.N.Jones

San Francisco  May 21st, 1855, USA, California

1. B.Jones to get $40 per week for professional services beginning after the first professional performance and lasting through the trip to China and the East Indies "and such other parts or places as the party of the first part may deem likely to prove remunerative to her interests." Restrictions: $20 per week on the voyage from Australia to China if professional services are not required; all other portions of the trip, full $40 per week after the first performance.

2. B Jones is to perform and represent such "walking gentleman" and other useful business as in theatrical engagements in such cases is made and provided.

3. Mme. Lola Montez is to pay for travel from port to port and boarding on sea or land.

4. At the close of the tour, Lola Montez agrees to pay for return to San Francisco.

Signed Lola Montez, seal; B.N.Jones, seal: Witness, A.Folland, James Simmonds

Also agreed, the same agreement is not to be for less term than one year from the present date.

8 September: Declaration of Benj. Napthali Jones of York St, Sydney

We left SF on 6 June, arrived here 21 August.

I first performed on or about 23 August.  On 7 Sept LM told me she was going to Melbourne and that she would not perform her contract with me. L100 damages.

8 September: Declaration of Richard Johnson, attorney, 59 Pitt Street

I wrote LM on 7 Sept at Petty's Hotel, telling her that if no arrangements were made with BNJones by 1100 on 8 Sept, we would take proceedings and hold her to bail.  Today I was informed Levy and Mitchell were acting for LM.  I wrote to them, saying that my client said they were acting for LM, and if so can it be resolved or will you put in bail?  I waited until 12:15 without a response.  I want to put LM to no unnecessary convenience.  Mr Mitchell subsequently informed me that LM will defend and put in bail.

No.2169

(Cover sheet only)

Harriett Catherine Fiddes, Attorney Brent Clement Rodd of Rodd and Dawson, 21 Pitt Street

No. 2170

Copy of LM's contract with George Daniels is the same as with BN Jones except it's dated 2 June and he is to be ""respectable utility prompt"  Witnessed by Folland, Simmonds, and BN Jones

Declaration of Daniels is that he arrived on 17 August with LM; LM told her agent that she could not and would not take them with her to Melbourne, and the statement that they might go to Hell applied equally to him.  L500 damages

Following note appears on the summons:

Received 10/9/55

This capias was left in the Sheriff's Office by Messrs Rodd and Dawson's Clerk at about three o'clock pm on Monday the 10th September 1855 but would not be received by the Sheriff as lodged on Saturday the 8th September 1855 - nor were any fees paid.

     S.H.G.H(W?) Richards?? Fitzgerald

     Sheriff's Office  10 September 1855

No.2171

Simmonds v. Montez

same note from Fitzgerald appears on this capias writ

Copy of contract of 21 May 1855

1. Australia, China, India; $60 per week; From Australia to next port in performances may take place, $30 per week; to commence with LM's first performance.

2. LM agrees to give Mr. Simmonds a clear benefit, that is to say, the gross proceeds of the theatre after deducting rent of the theatre, gas, and printing, said benefit to take place in Australia, China, or India at the option of James Simmonds after the third night. (added in 5th paragraph "Mme. Lola Montez choosing the night of the benefit")

3. Simmonds to be "First Low Comedy and Stage Manager")

Simmonds declaration:

I requested to meet with Lola Montez with other members of the company at noon on the 7th at the Victoria Theatre in Pitt Street.  LM's agent said to them she was only taking Folland and the orchestra leader to Melbourne, and the company was disbanded.  I wrote to LM "I have been given to understand that you do not intend my going to Melbourne in other words that you intend to discharge me from the present date.  Is it so?  Yes or No?  An answer will oblige yours respectfully, James Simmonds."  LM told me her solicitor would reply at 11 am. on the 8th.  No reply was made by him or anyone else.  LM has an engagement in Melbourne on Tuesday, or Wednesday, or Thursday.  Fredenburgh Jones, her agent, says LM told him she couldn't take James Simmonds and the other members of the company except the two mentioned, that she didn't want James Simmonds and that I and they might all go to Hell."  I saw her this morning and on asking her if she had anything to say to me and the others with respect to my and their engagement with her, she said, "I am a married woman (which I verily believe to be untrue) and you may do your best."

No. 2172

F.Jones v LM

same note from Fitzgerald as on the capias above

Contract of 28 May 55 between Lola Montez of Grass Valley and Fredenburgh Jones of same place.  Jones will be Agent, Bookkeeper, Doorkeeper for LM in Australia, China, India, and wherever it may seem expedient for the interest, profit and advantage of the party of the first part.  LM has an option to have Jones act, too.  Contract not to exceed two years.  He will receive $60 a week from the first performance in Australia. "Provided however that the said Party of the first part shall not pay to the party of the second part the sum of $60 unless it be from sickness on either side.  Should any disagreement arise, LM will pay Jones' return passage to SF.  Witnesses William L. Crowson, J.E.Southwick

Declaration of F.Jones: she discharged me last Wednesday with no just cause

John Node Dickinson, Judge of the Supreme Court

Under Sheriff Gerald Hugh FitzGerald

ASN Co., Offices and wharves at Susses Street

Wonga Wonga      750 tons    200hp

Telegraph        550 tons    220 hp

Waratah          400 tones   120 hp

Fowler, Frank: Southern Lights and Shadows; London, Samson Low, Son & Co. 1859, 2nd edition

Page 33:The Victoria theatre was the oldest, most popular theatre in Sydney, held 2500-3000. "At this establishment I first saw Lola Montez, and, profiting by the opportunity to get a chat with her after the entertainment had concluded, found her to be - much to my surprise - a very simple-mannered, well-behaved, cigar-loving young person.  Her general conduct in the colony, however, was very outre.  A single illustration will serve as well as a score.  On one occasion she took her passage from Sydney to Melbourne without paying her debts, and when the sheriff's officer followed her on board the boat, she went to the cabin, "unclapsed her warmed jewels one by one," jumped into bed, and then defied the blushing officer to come and remove her./ page 34/ A practice with Lola during her stay in Sydney was, whenever she was unfavorably criticized in the papers, to step forward to the footlights on the following evening, and throwing her pretty white gloves on the stage, challenge her accuser to come and pick it up."

Page 52: The drink "Lola Montez" was Old Tom, ginger, lemon, and hot water

Old Chum column No. 161 in SMH

Bailiff Thomas Brown died on 6 July 1868 berift of his senses

Old Chum column No. 189 in SMH

Lessee of the Victoria Theatre was Andrew Torning, actor and scenery painter

Old Chum Paper???  25 August 1912

Old Sydney: Bob McNeish and I were having lunch at Toogood's on that particular day, and he remarked: "Lola Montez is going away today; we ought to go down and see her off."  I said right.......ASN Co Wharf......looked toward the company's offices at the Margaret Street entrance and saw Brown, the Supreme Court bailiff pushing his way through the crowd. "Hello Bob, here comes Brown with a writ for someone." ...effect electric....both ladies went below....never gave Brown a chance of handing her the writ......he had to leave at Watson's Bay and walk back

The Age (Melbourne)  page 5.4

20 September: LM applauded by full house last night (premiere of Spider Dance); is engaged for three more nights

Geelong Advertiser & Intelligencer

22 September: astonished at the Herald critique of LM; attributed to Horne

25 September: Geelong: Follies of a Night, Antony & Cleopatra; theatre newly redecorated

28 September: Geelong: Personation

The Age (Melbourne)  page 5.3

28 September: very thin house for return of Catherine Hayes

J.H. (James Hingston): "Orion" Horne in Victoria, in "Once a Month,"

 15 September, 1884, pages 177-180

Page 178......In 1854 (SIC) I was done with the diggings, and settled in Melbourne.  There had come to it the notable Lola Montez, who had taken up quarters at the Imperial Hotel, formerly W.M.Tennant's auction rooms, and the site of the present Colonial Bank of Australia.  Among the curios I had with me from the old country was the card of this lady, inscribed "Countess of Landsfeldt," the which I obtained in '52 from the clerk of the Marlborough street Police Court, where Lola appeared on a charge of bigamy, brought against her by her second husband, Mr. Heald.  It occured to me to send up this card to her at the hotel instead of my own, and to wait to hear the result.  I had not noticed when handing it to the waiter for such/ page 179/ purpose that another caller was waiting in the hall, carrying in his hands a large bouquet of flowers.  This proved to be no other than Horne, who had sent up his name by another servant, and was, like myself, waiting further orders.  These soon came from a waiter on the first landing, calling out, "Please to walk up."  Horne took the message as for himself, as he had a right to do as first comer.  He seemed visibly vexed as the waiter sent him down again, saying that not he but "the other gentleman" was wanted.  That curious card presentation of mine had excited feminine curiosity beyond all rules of right order of precedence.  I was sorry that the confab with the "Countess" kept Horne waiting a full half-hour, and he appeared too vexed at the delay to care for any of the offered explanation on my part, as he hurried past me on the stairs ere I had fairly got down.

29 September: Garrison theatricals in Melbourne: LM attends and catches cold

Anonymous (Elisabeth Laye??): Social Life and Manners in Australia, Being Notes of Eight Years Experience by a Resident, London, 1861

Authoress attended amateur performance by officers of the Melbourne garrison.  Catherine Hayes was there. Pages 152-153: But the person who most attracted my attention was the late celebrated Lola Montez.  Her beauty was startling; her eyes, especially, were so remarkable that I almost forgot to notice the other features of her handsome face.

     She had on a bonnet, so that I could not see her hair.  I had heard that she had been acting in Melbourne, but no ladies went to see her.  The first time she appeared a gentleman laughed at some speech she made, upon which she turned towards him, and lectured him, and so bitter were the words she used that the poor man was greatly discomposed; yet, notwithstanding his confusion, she went on, and so worked on the feeling of her auditors in the pit (where th unfortunate object of her sarcasm was trying to hide himself), that at last they lifted him bodily, and pushed him in no gentle manner out of the house.  Had such an event happened in Ballarat, the consequences might have been much more serious!!

1 October: Geelong: Personation, Antony & Cleopatra, Spider Dance, etc

Geelong Advertiser and Intelligencer

2 October: farewell, benefit for Folland (Spider Dance, Personation, A&C)

Geelong Advertiser & Intelligencer page 2.3

4 October: Theatre closed on 3 October due to LM's severe cold and bronchitis induced by exposure to thunderstorm on Saturday last (after garrison theatricals); will probably play two nights more, probably Thur & Fri; notice of illness re Dr. Thompson

Geelong Advertiser & Intelligencer

10 October: LM opens again in Maidens Beware, Antony & Cleopatra, continues through the week

12 October: Eton Boy +?

15 October: New Dance, Eton Boy, Personation

16 October: The Lady and the Devil; thunders of applause

17 October: Lady & Devil, Spider, etc

18 October: completely free of vulgarity; Spider, A&C, +2

19 October: tonight's performance will be a benefit for Mrs. Brougham under the patronage of the Major and the local rifle brigade

Geelong Advertiser & Intelligencer  Page 2.3

20 October: "green room" explanatory article

The Age (Melbourne) 

mid October: quote from Ballarat that LM will go there

The Age (Melbourne) Page 5.5

5 November: reports rumor LM is to take over management of the Theatre Royal

26 November: Adelaide: Morning Call + Eton Boy + 1

27 November: Eton Boy, Follies of a Night

28 November: Maidens Beware, A&C

29 November: Maidens Beware, Morning Call

30 November: Follies of a Night, Spider Dance

1 December: No advertisement

3 December: School for Scandal, Spider

4 December: Lady and the Devil, Spider Dance

5 December: Eton Boy, Spider, A&C

6 December: LM Benefit, Angel in the Attic, Ole, Spider Dance

7 December: Last Night: Follies, Ole, Spider

8 December: Crosby & Jackson Benefit: Morning Call, New Spanish Dance, etc

10 December: Farewell: Morning Call, Spider Dance, Valet de Sham, Dead Shot, Villikens:

 Miska Hauser in town at this time;  Adelaide's population in 1855 was 18,300

Royal Victorian Theatre had a stage of 74 feet by 34.5 feet; five chandeliers with 108 candles; over proscenium "Imitatio vitae"

12 December: Romeo and Juliet played in Adelaide with Josephine Fiddes as Juliet and Mrs. Fiddes as the Nurse

